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New Plymouth firsmen tearing down the roof sheet by sheet as they work to
make the Army Hall at least comparatively safe.

section of the Army Hall roof which would have llnded on firemen H
powes lines had not broken its fall;

?“

ower lines hold

roof up and
save firemen

By LISAH HENRY

Power lines narrowly averted tragedy in a blaze that destroyed
New Plymouth’s Army Hall early today. '

Half the roof collapsed into the

rain.
New Plymouth police confirmed
lbey are treating the blaze as

New Plymouth Fire
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The fire ‘started in h-sunenl
of the building and firemen were

Person interviewed

Police were interviewing a person
this sfterncon In: connection with
the fire st the New Plymouth Army
Hall.

“The building was made -to
burn,” he said.

A small explosion shortly after

1.50am ca some panic, and
forced l.he firemen out of the build-

mLm intense heat also forced
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injuries and a barbecue and
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totally committed to that area for
l%hwn said Mr Smith.
gaps within the basement
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He said the fhms would
up between gaps in the walls
anl be visible from the roof.
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Police alerted Civil Defence and
The fire dsm)yed tbe
eareall it received.
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A few burn spots and water dam-
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Mr Smith said he ‘was very im-
v?c-d
said it was a case when all the
systemas worked at the right time.
Firemen were
site for the rest of the day to cope .
with any hot spots.
which saw a net of
the people to New Zeal of
in 4613.

PLO‘reCOgnition sought

WELLINGTON, Today (NZPA). —

The new in Ambessador 10 New

Zealand has urged the Government fo

recognise Palestine  Liberation

Dro-v{l.uuon and to *'do business with
.

Nnbll Mohammed Badr also said at-
tempts by the Israeli Government to

label the PLO as terrorists. were
“slanderous” and “‘absolute bullshit.”
Mr Badr, who is Canberra-based,
nted  his  credentials  to
Go mvr-Genernl Sir, Paul Reeves on
has held talks with
Mlmsler Russell Marshall, the
T of Commerce and business
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leaders.

New Plymouth City Energy's faults section was called'
1o the Army Hall fire st 2am — lnhovrl'bﬂhl'lllllrm
‘was raised — mnpmoimh-nmo'v-blwnww

memoldsn-nyednnuomwolllmemdslmundmg
400 volt lines, consumers within a 300m
m ndius says &mb\mon engineer, Martin ng

Po-vu- urs&medmmmlcorsummearlyousmom
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Energy workers today. umgomn]y re-routed elec-
u-mtylnmumersacms Eliot St from the Army Hall
and the ent is wol on overhead lines to
m!mmmnlwpphsmthemlolmeamaswonas
ble.

Fire scorches
venue plans

Sports bodies considering the Army Hall as a possible
indoor sports stadium venue were 1o meet in New Ply-
mouth this afternoon to discuss their options in the wake
ofthe fire.

bodies, who are represented by an informa] group,
mallemal;va on the short-list of indoor tentres,
a toa spokesman.
n)ecmuewwldca(erforusro
‘Two options are confidential, the Agmy Hall was the
l}mdan the fourththe Racecourse complex.
plans have advanced somewhat from the talk-
m%sl.n ge the group is not prepared to make any of them
lic at this point.

Catering firm
under pressure

m'rmwh Cake Kitchen, resident caterer in the adja-
cent Queen’s Hall had a lucky escape from serious dam-
in the Army Hall fire.
.E amage to the ration was, minimal,. which a
spokesman Vince Moores says is fortunate.
““Weare overcoming present difficulties, he says.
“We will be able to meet our catering commitments
over the weekend and all operations will be fully function-

mg n Tuesday. !
‘Our whnlm]e plant and’mall shop on the hill in

Devon Stwill be closed until Thesday morning."
Mr Mboores would like to apolog|se to hls customers for
any inconvenience in the meantime.

latest immigration figures m:eix::umﬂm-
show. tuati immigra-
The exodus resulted in a u'onml‘;)d %e
net loss of 23,030 — the dif-  decas out with a
fernce between it net loss of 11,642 in 1980,
arrivals - and followed by a smaller loss
noted by the Immigration  of 6691 in 1981. next
ent. three years saw net gains
T SN
since, 1979's net loss it ore
o h-cklnuyne(lossufpeoyk
It was a big turnafound in of 12,8%
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... We are now taking
orders for special pieces

The world Qmand for Lladro is'8o great, the
factory has® placed all importers on
allocation. }’Iacmg your order will ensure )g]

« obtain the piece of your choice. All pieces
over $500-$600 are now DUTY FREE!




