U22385 ;  Wlight 8srgeant Arnold GAWITH
PAREATS : Nro & Vire. F. Gavdth oft Flthama.
Arnold Gawilth was hnrn nn the Lth Wavember, 1919
. 2
ol Hawsra. He received his

seccondary education af Stratfora
cchnical High School, wherse

he passped his Hatriculation

Xaminatinn, he 8ports in which 1% was actlively interestea
0 v i ]
‘ere rugby, oricke ty tonnis sd s imming. Prior to his

snlistment Ghe &
nlistnent in the RoN.Z,A, T, he was employed as 2 chease makep

by the Rltham Dairy Gompany, Eltham,

TFlight Sergeant Gawith applisd for service with the
RelivZon,™, th y a
R on the 7th Mlarch, 1941, and wes s6nlistcd at Rongatai

non the th Ma
he 27th Yarch, 1942, where he was employsd on ground dutizg,

aB a tranepast drivarp. On the 27th July, 1942

» D2 was poatea

a the Initial Praining Wing. Rotary Ay mnd in Oetober vrocesde
to & AR * ded
0 Nos 2 Wleme tary Fly {ng Training Schon] Ashburton whers he
E 3 ¥
v : he
commenced his f£lyin: WTainiag, On the 28th December 192
9 ?

1 Service Tiying

wag posted to No. Training Schmnl , Wlgram, wheps
- an the 15tk Hareh, 1943, hs was aTdrd his f)ying badga, He
was nromoted ho Sergeant on the Ath May. u.m.:aq and to .E,Mv.wﬂ h
Sergeant. on the 6th Wovember, 19L3, He embarked for tha Unisea

Kingdom on tho 29%h May, 1943,

T/82te Gawith arrivad at Ne, 12 (RNZAF) Persnnpel

Degepatceh & Reoead v
cRpatch & Recelving Centre, Brighton, on the 8th Jul

¥:; and on the
Jrd of the Collowing month vias posted to N0, 1L idvancea Flyin,
1 ol g
Unit 15 uan Rk Aand 1T W18 NS A atellite
a With th unit at Banfr, Banffshire, and the ne by Bat +
acrodrame of Dallachv. e carried out air SHETCiBER a8 pilg of
J 2 1 ’
£ i L.l -

0xford aivcraft, 0n the 19th octaober 1943, hs
> L4442, hs

viag nosted to
Lige 1] CT oAl Training » Wes » Buckinghg
1 J. Operst) Tra 2 Unit lestentt, Bu Ic homs

Ca 1o
hie hape a < CArDY Sa& € aerndromz nf Qg Lley, he crews A
t. 3 nd the near b5 & nOuM\.._.Hw a a s Oskley, he r du
Md comnleted his foerationsl trainino AN Wellington ajireps ta
d hi 4 1 ining TWalldingt Vg

Barly in March he proczeded

to Ho. 311 Ferry Training TUnilt

Ao GAVIITH»

2.

Moreton—-in-the-YMarsh, Gloucsstershire, On the 1lth March, 4 ~

he proczeded by Wellington aircraft %o Italy vie Hurn, Rsbat

Sale, Meison Blenche, Catania, and Celone, &nd on arrival wae i ~

posted o Wo. 70 Squadron, Torterslla, Togzia, ¥Wesb. With this

squadron he carrisd out twelve orsrational flights, ths Targets 4 H

including mershalling yards at Milan, Vicenze and Campine, in

Italy; and Budmpest (2), in Hungary; ship installations at |

B o SR R P e A

Leghorn and Spezia, Sans Stefano (2) end Piembino; send = i

rallway bridge at Latisana, in Italy. £

on the night of the 23/2hLth May, 19Ul, F/Schs Gawith

wze nilat of a Wellington bonber alrcraft which took off fram
Torterella Landing Ground on air oovzratieons egainst the target

of Fersntino, in Italys The aireraft failed to return to its

base and all the membars of the erew, inclnding F/Sgt. Gewith, i i

were revorted missing, Subseguantly his death wes officially {dEs

nreaumede Later informetion reosived from the ifissing Research f

i st

and Fnquiries Unit, stated that F/Sgte. Gawith wes buris=d in

the anzio Beachhead Cemetery, Italy. There were hLwo othsr

Wew Zeslanders in the crew — F/Sgb, Allwright (alr bombsr) of

Wellington and F/Sgt. T, Waaka (1,0/4,8) of Botorua.
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5/2/8849 aAs2 Hr., F. Gawith (F) &

507 hre. as pilot. Mountain Road,

Eltham, TARANAKI,

i



