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Come In: A fiew entrance off Devon St West and @ completely refurbished interior

with all new tenpin bowling equipment is finding immediate favour with city bowlers.

Mini-golf to complement tenpin

Mike Shaw

Strikes and spares are going up on the
scoreboard screens again as tenpin
bowlers return to the lanes at a fully
refurbished Bowlarama in New
Plymouth.

A new type of scoring will also start
up early next month. Work is almost
complete on an innovative pirate-and-
sea-themed, glow-in-the-dark mini-putt
golf course as part of the §1.5 million
Bowlarama makeover.

The re-opening has been eagerly
anticipated. Bowlers did a starve early
this year as the tenpin facility closed
down at the end of January for a
complete up)a".kd(‘ ¢ith new lanes and
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We were closed for mere
than three munlll.\ " says manage:
Shelly Hawke, acknowledging the
effect that had on regular bowlers
“On the first day we re-opened, one
of our league bowlers came in and
bowled 13 games.” That's an
impressive effort, Shelly notes,
considering regulars usually bewl

isSwWoIth

ROOFING

EHuﬁslone Drive, New Plymouth + Phone: 06 7528
Email: office@farnsworthroofing.co.nz * www

\/Hmud 10 b2 A330¢faizd Wili) m
Howlaramz f12Y:0m0

1245

arnswonhroo

worthroofing.co.nz

Ahoy, me hearties!
golf facility opening a

£ becween three and 15 games each week
think a few people felt a bit sore

that first week.” she says with a smil
After the weeks off the lanes, the

bowlers quickly appreciated the nesw

equipment and improvemerts that
have been done at Bowla
The work carried out du

hemed decor for a new mini-
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refurbishment is extensive. It includes
equipment, new bowls and
d it's a lot mare comfortable with

keeping it cool
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Tenpin Bowling | Black Light Mini Golf - opening June 2013
Pool Tables | Arcadeﬁames | Licensed Bar

Fun for the whole family, Busifiesses, Sport groups etc.
Resources for'small children, light bowling balls, ramps and
bumpers for children under 10years of age.

AGES.

The action also takes place in a
different area of the facility
rents Frank and June

lak have owned Bowlarama since
they established the facility in the city
in June, 1991. It wasn't their first foray
into tenpin bowling centres - they had
previously started centres in
Christchurch, Wellington, Palmerston
North and \\.Im.;\nm

They came to New Plymoithfrom
Wanganui, liked what they found here
and have lived here since. In the more’
than 20 yéars that followed, Bowlarama
has been a good sustainable business
for them here, but that time has also
taken its toll on the equipment and
major replacement and refurbishment
was eventually needed.

‘The Dawson St building included a
portion that opened on to Devon St
West, that had previously been rented
to the IHC. The decision was made to
expand Bowlarama into the extra space
and create a new main entrance on
Devon St West, Shelly explains.

The extra space gained allowed

creation of the mini-putt golf course.
"he e not a lot of winter activities
available in New Plymouth. so we
decided to pat in mini golf here.

The spaces for the golf action are
being painted-black throughout and
UV lighting will provide the glow-in
thedark features

A specialist installation team from
Canada is presently finishing a mini
putt course it Europe and will be
heading straight here when t
completed in the next few days. Shelly
expects the New Plymouth mini-golf
facility to be ready early next month

1t will provide a challenging
experience as well as an entertaining
time, she says, with the 18 le-»‘\;m d
over two levels.

The reinvestment at Bowlarama is
part of a long-term view for the city
~facility, says Frank Szedlak“We want
to provide the best experience possible

to deliver quality entertainment
mini golf here will be one of the
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your great new look!

VEHICLES - WINDOWS
SIGNAGE - DIGITAL PRINT GRAPHICS

ILLUMINATION/LED - FOOTPATH - BANNERS

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday,
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

OPEN

7 days week

2pm till 9pm
10am till 9.30pm
10am till 9.30pm’
10am till 9.30pm
10am till 10pm
10am till 10.30pm
10am till 9pm

I including Public Holidays
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Best gear: The new pin-spotting equipment is top-of-the-range and quicker in operation.

1 Continued from page 6

best available . . . like a set-up

vou would see in Disneyland
“This is now one of the best

in New Zealand.” he

comment from top bowlers who
travel to other centres for
competition.”

The new pin-spotting
equipment is the best available,
according to Frank. “It’s top of
the range . .. you can’t buy
anything better.”

The synthetic surfaces that
placed timber on the lanes are
a little faster and bowls travi

should go.”

refreshments and snacks are
available from the central bar*
and reception area, and there
are beer and wine choices for
adults, she s .

We are very conscious that
this is a family environment, so
we are very diligent in how we

occasionally - including
disabled bowlers, Special
Olympics groups and residents
from city retirement facilities.
Evenings and weekend are
the busiest times for
Bowlarama. “But we do have
groups that pop in during the

day for a quiet game,” says
Shelly.

Video games and pool tables
provide an alternative to

sell alcohol.”

A variety of tenpin league
competitions involving about
150 bowlers are held on the

Bowlarama in New Plymouth
has also been sanctioned for top-
level competition, he notes. “We
will be seeing at least two

national tournaments each Bowlarama lanes. drawing bowling or a fill-in if waiting for | Most
year, bringing in 200-300 some bowlers in every week. friends, she adds. “A lot of telev

people.” Business house competitions ~ families come in just to play an A

As well as competitive appeal. have followers who glay from  pool and video games.” he
Bowlarama offers safe family weekly to once a monthand There's also a party room for cow

entertainment, Shelly adds there are also canfiunicy birthday and other celebrations | trad
Soft drinks and other organisations using the lanes  that is very popular. map.
A
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Cowley Services,
proud to have supplied
Bowlarama with their
air condifioning requirements.

Congratulations on your major upgrede.
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