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Growth o:m_.ms__sa_
Society

MORE THAN FIFTY YEARS HAVE
PASSED.

RECOLLECTIONS OF THE EARLY
"DAYS.

Although the Taranaki Agricultural
Society is this year celebrating its
jubilee it is rather an open question
whether it should not have done so
four years ago. There was, as a mat-
ter of faet, a Taranaki Agricultural
Society in existence some time before
1870, but it became defunet in 1873.
Its field of operations was in the
coastal distriet to the south of New
Plymouth, Omata being its headquar-
ters, while another society, called the
Bell Block Agricultural Society, with
its headquarters at the Hua Village,
operated on that side of the town. On
June 24, 1872, the Bell Block Society
changed its name to the Northern Agri-
eultural Association, but after the rival
southern institution ceased to exist the
name was changed again to the Tara-
noki Agricultural Association, and
shortly afterwards it became known as
the Taranaki Agricultural Society,
which name it has retained for over
fifty years. This society’s first show
was held under the ‘‘Northern’’ title
in November, 1872. The second show
in November, 1873, was also held under
that name, but the third show on De-
cember 2, 1874, was held under the pre-
sent title. Thus, if there is anything
in a name, the Taranaki Agrieultural
Society, as such, completed its fiftieth
year in July, 1924, and is now about to
hold its fifty-second annual show.

The first show held under the pre-
sent name was, as already stated, held
on December 2, 1874, at Bell Block.
The president was his Honour the
Superintendent, Mr. F. A. Carrington,
the vice-president Mr. James Ratten-
bury, and the committee Messrs. James
Rattenbury, J. B. Connett, G. Samp-
son, W. F. Hoskin, G. V. Tate, J.
Elliot, T. Western, A. J. Hoskin, and
T. Newsham. Of these Mr. G. V. Tate
only is now a member, and, we believe,
the only surviving member of the 1874
roll who is still a member of the society.
Mr. J. B. Connett, who had been secre-
tary of the Bell Bloek and Northern
Societies, retained that office under the
new name until October 11, 1876, when
he resigned and Mr. H. D. Vavasour
was appointed in his place. We have
in our possession the minute book,
methodically kept by Mr. Connett, of
the society’s meetings from June 24,
1872, to May 14, 1874.

Incidentally it may be mentioned
that in 1872 there were 76 members
who paid the annual subscription of five
shillings each, while the cost of the
annual show and shearing mateh was
£11 17s 6d.

THE FIRST SHOW.

Assuming that the 1874 show was the
first, it is interesting to recall the prize
list, which was as follows:—

CLASS A—HORSE STOCK.

Judges: Messrs. Good, Harley,
Jury.

Blood Entries.—Mr. W. F. Hoskin’s
Buckstone 1, Mr. W. Elliot’s Waitara
2.

Draught Entries—Mr. G. H. Samp-
son’s Clyde 1.

Blood Mares.—Mr. W. F. Hoskin’s
black mare 1, Mr. G. Rundle’s bay mare
2.

Draught Mares—Mr. S. Andrews’
bay Clydesdale 1, Mr. Hoskin’s com-
mended.

Blood Colts.—Mr. J. Honeyfield’s 1.

CLASS B.—CATTLE.

Judges: Messrs. C. Waller, W. Hicks,
and J. Rossiter.

and

Shorthorn Bulls.—Mr. J. Elliot’s
Barometer 1.
Hereford Bulls.—Mr. W. F. Hoskin’s

Duncan Cameron 1.
Crosshbred Bulls.—Mr. A, J. Hoskin’s
1

Shorthorn Cows.—DMr. J. Elliot’s 1.
Hereford Cows.—Mr. W. F. Hoskin’s
1 and highly commended.

Crossbred Cows.—Mr. J. B. Connett’s
1, Mr. T. Greenway’s highly com-

mended.
CLASS C—SHEEP.

Judges: Messrs. Hiecks, Oxenham, and
Jonas.

Leicester Rams.—Mr. G. V. Tate’s 1,
Mr. G. Sampson’s 2.

Lincoln Rams.—Mr. A. J. Hoskin’s
1, Mr. W. F. Hoskin’s 2. (It was men-
tioned that Mr. A. J. Hoskin purchased
his ram at the show two years previ-
ously for £35.)

Two-tooth Rams, any breed.—Mr. T.
Western’s 1, Mr. R. Street’s highly
commended.

\

J. Hoskin’s 1, Mr. W. F. Hoskin’s 2,
Mr. J. B. Connett’s commended.
Lincoln Ewes (pen of ten).—Mr. T.
Western’s 1.
Two-tooth Ewes (pen of ten, any
breed).—Mr. W. F. Hoskin’s 1, Mr. J.
B. Connett’s highly commended.

CLASS D.—PIGS.

Judges: Messrs. Waller, Rossiter, and

Hicks.

Boar, any breed.—Mr. G. V. Tate’s
Berkshire 1.

Sow, and breed.—Mzr. J. B. Connett’s
Berkshire 1, Mr. R. Street’s com-
mended. .

CLASS ¥F.—WOOL.

Judges.—Messrs. H. J. Honeyfield
and T. Hirst.
Best Five Fleeces.—Mr. W. I'. Hos-
kin’s, 1.
CLASS E—SHEEP SHEARING.

Judges.—Messrs. T. Veale, M. Jonas
and D. Bayly.

Competitors to catch and shear one
ram and one ewe and tie up the fleec
es.—G. Sampson, time 6lmin., 1; E.
George, time 76min., 2.

THE ANNUAL DINNER.

The annual dinner was held in the
evening, to which about 50 sat down,
Mr. B. C. Lawrence, of Waitara, being
the caterer. His Honour the Superin-
tendent presided and Mr, T. Kelly,
M.H.R., was croupier.

A short toast list was submitted and
the show prizes were presented.

ST. GERMAIN SQUARE
GROUNDS.

SPACE SOON OUTGROWN.

On April 21, 1875, a meeting of mem-
bers was held at the Taranaki Insti-
tute (the Soldiers’ Club building) for
the purpose of deciding upon the most
suitable place to hold the annual show.
Mr. James Rattenbury (vice-president)
took the chair and announced that the
Provincial Government had most Iib-
erally offered to hand over 1o the
society St. Germain Square (an area
of land one and a ?W acres in ex-
tent situated between Eliot, Gill and

Molesworth Streets, upon a part of
which the Coronation Hall now
stands).

On the motion of Mr. J. T. Upjohn,
seconded by Mr. John Andrews, 1t was
resolved that the offer be accepted.
The land was therefore duly vested in
the society, which held its shows there
until 1833, when the show had out-
grown the available space and a move
was made to the racecourse. There
shows were held uninterruptedly until
1917, when the new grounds at the
Waiwakaiho were used for the first
time on land acquired from the Gov-
ernment in exchange for a part of the
St. Germain Square property.

The posts used for fencing the
grounds at St. Germain Square were
obtained from Captain Gibson’s farm
on the Smart Road.

MR. JAMES RATTENBURY'’S
STORY.

The late Mr. J. Rattenbury, ex the
course of a chat with a Herald report-
er some time before his death, con-
cerming the early days of the society,
said it started at Bell Block in a very
small way—really a local affair among
the settlers themselves, but all were
heart and soul in the movement, and
it was not so much the amount of sub-
scription they paid, but rather the
amount of labour they gave that made
the project a success.

Originally they started with a
ploughing association, and in conjunc-
tion with this they also held shecp-
shearing competitions. These ventures
proved successful, and eventually they
were persuaded by the people in the
southern end of the district to trans-
fer the headquarters to New Ply-
mouth, and instead of the Bell Block
Agricultural Association they had a

provincial Agricultural Society.

Mr. J. B. Connett and himself were
later elected members of the Provincial
Council, positions they held until the
Council was abolished, and they in-
terested themselves in the direction of
procuring a site for agricultural show
purposes. They interviewed the execu-
tive of the Council, including Major
Atkinson, Mr. A. Standish and others
on the matter, and met with a very
favourable reception, their application
resulting in St. Germain Sguare being
handed to the society as a free gift.

“We hadn’t many members in those
days,” continued Mr. Rattenbury,
“but everybody willingly gave a help-
ing hand. Mr. J. B. Connett was see-
retary, and continued to hold this
position for some years, and when he
resigned Mr. J. C. Davies was ap-
pointed his successor, Some very suc-
cessful shows were held at St. Ger-
main Square. We hadn’t the Jerseys
you have to-day, but we had other
cattle, notably Shorthorns and Ayr-
shires, that would do credit, not only
to this, but any other district. Messrs.
Vavasour and J. Elliot were men who
spent a lot of money on Shorthorn
cattle, and both were the making of
the show so far as pedigres cattle were
concerned.”

the late Mr. W. K. Hulke, who was
well known to the older residents of
the district, did more towards laying
the foundations of dairying in Tara-
naki by introducing the Jersey than
ny other man had ever done. Fou
years the late Mr. Hulke advocated
the separator and Jersey cattle. He
was a very progressive man, and ren-
dered great service to the district as
a whole and also to the Agricultural
Society. To look back to those early
days and compare them with to-day,
one could hardly credit the progress
that had been made. ‘‘In this connce-
tion,”” added Mr. Rattenbury, ‘‘we older
members of the society will never for-
get the help so uustintingly given by
the late Mr. W. H. J. Seffern, both
personally and per medium of the Tara-
naki Herald, of which he was editor.
No man could have displayed more in-
terest in the society, and the late Mr.
Henry Weston, too, was always awful-
ly good to us and treated the society
very generously.”

MR. G. V. TATE'S
RECOLLECTIONS.

Mr. G. V. Tate said it was fifty-
three years since the Northern Agri-
cultural Society was formed, with a
view to holding w_o:m_:.:m matches,
and he well remembered his old friend
Mr. J. Rattenbury and himself were
among the competitors. There was
keen rivalry in the paddock, ‘“‘but the
best part of the game was the dinner
in the evening.”” The annual meetin
of the scciety was held in the old Bel
Block school room. The society went
steadily ahead, until later it was de-
cided to hold a cattle show. When he
thought of those early days he could
not help feeling that the settlers were
deserving of great credit in holding a
show in a small settlement such as
Bell Block was then. The first show
M.u_,m held just below the blockhouse

ill.

Mr. Tate said he celebrated his 21st
birthday at this time, and he had also
a vivid recollection of the first show
because in connection with it he had
to do one of the toughest jobs he had
ever had to do in his life. When the
committee met to discuss ways and
means and the accommodation that
would be required, the late Mr. Wil-
liam Hoskin offered to find the posts
and rails for the yards, and Mr. Tate’s
father offered the use of a lot of hurd-
les he had, while Mr. Tate himself
volunteered to dig the post holes.
“The ground, being in the vicinity of
the blockhouse, was extremely hard to
dig,”’ said Mr. Tate, “and I was not
making very great progress,I am
afraid; but along comes Mr. Hoskin.
‘Everything’s very dry, Tate,” says
Mr. Hoskin. “Yes, very dry; a shower
would do a lot of good” A few more
words were exchanged and away went
Mr. Hoskin, but a little later back
came a wooden bucket of beer, and
then the post holes were dug.” As the
vears went on meetings used to be
held in different parts of the district,
and Mr. Rattenbury and himself and
the late Mr. J. Elliot had frequently
ridd- . out to Omata to discuss affairs
of tue society. They would talk over
things for hours, but it was all very
interesting, and ‘‘we used to get home
sometime.’

There was no one more interested in
the society in the early days than the
late Mr. Seffern, editor of the Herald,
continued Mr. Tate. He was un-
doubtedly one of the pillars of the
society, and always did everything he
possibly could through the Herald and
ersonally to forward its interests.
mro society undoubtedly owed a great
debt of gratitude to the Taranaki Her-
ald for the very practical interest it
had manifested in the society, not only
in its early days, but throughout the
50 odd years it had been in existence.
At one period the late Mr. Henry
Weston came forward with a £50 prize
for the best kept farm. This was just
another illnstration of the practical
interest the Herald had shown in the
society, and so it had been all through.
It was always to the fore with dona-
tions and in other ways, and the soc-
iety should never forget the debt of
gratitude it owed to the paper and
those associated with it.

JUDGING EXPERIENCES.

Years ago there was a system in
vogue whereby different societies used
t2_oblige each other with judges, and
talking of judges reminded Messrs.
Tate and Rattenbury of an experience
they had when selected to judge at a
show at Patea. They had word from
the late Mr, Caddy Davies, who was
secretary of the society at the time,
that they were to proceed to Patea to
act as judges. They started next morn-
ing. The Mountain Road was so bad
that they considered it would be im-
bessible to ride through and reaeh their
wameim&ou in time, and so they_de-
cided to entrain their horses at New
Plymouth and proceed as far as
Ngaere, which was then the terminus
of the railway between New Plymouth
,and Inglewood. Both realised they
had not sufficient ready cash to see
them ' through, and so, when  the
reached Inglewood, decided to cas!
chegques, Mr. Tate first making it right

with the guard to “hold on” a few

cashed first and he successfully hoarded
the train again, but Mr. Rattenbury
was not so fortunate, and he was left
behind. His horse had gone on, of
course, and there being no other means
of getting through Mr. Rattenbury had
no alternative but to set out and walk
on the sleepers all the way from Ingle-
wood to Ngaere. ‘It was pouring with
rain all the way,”” said Mr. Ratten-
bury, ‘“‘so that 1 was wet through and
covered with mud before I got through
to Neaere.” :

“Yes, Jim, you were hardly recog-
nisable,” said Mr. Tate, who had un-
loaded the horses and was waiting ut
Ngaere, confident that if it was at all
possible to get through, his comrade
would do so.

It was just about dusk when Mr.,
Rattenbury did reach Ngaere and then
these two hardy young settlers set out
on their horses, reaching Manutahi
late that night.

“We stayed at the hotel that nigii.
said Mr. Rattenbury.

‘“Yes, they called it a hotel,”” said
Mr. Tate, “but it was a rough sort of
pub.. I can tell you. The place was full
of Europeans and Maoris, and they all
appeared to be drunk. Tired as we
were, there was no such thing as sleep
for us that night, and away we went
early next morning on the cogyluding
stage of our journey.”

THE QUALITY OF THE STOCK.

When asked what the cattle and
sheep were like in those days, Dboth
Mr. Tate and Mr. Rattenbury were
enthusiastic as to their quality. There
were some very fine sheep, particularly
Lincolns, Leicesters and Southdowns,
and while they had not the Jersey they
had a splendid lot of Shorthorn cattle,
bred for generations purely for dairy
purposes. Hr@w were, generally speak-.
ing, heavy milkers, and were Al for
dairy purposes until later on a number
of Shorthern bulls bred purely for beef
and show were introduced and crossed
with them.

MR. JOHN ANDREWS RECALLS
EVENTS.

Mr. John Andrews was a member of
the Agricultural Society in its early
days, though not one of those who
organised the first shows at Bell Block.
As a member of the Provincial Council
he was concerned in the setting aside
of St. Germain Sguare as the show-
ground and he _.oowrw that then, in the
early seventies, it was practically as
much in the country as the Waiwa-
kaiho ground is now. Cottages were
erected around the square by the Gov-
ernment to provide shelter for settlers
and their families who were driven
from their farms during the Maori
War, but they had been removed by
the time the first show was held.

Active membership of the society in
those days was liable to entail -more
hardship than it does now. Mr. An-
drews recalls that he used to ride into
town from Huirangi to attend meetings
at night. This was all right in sum-
mer, but -at other times of the year
the horse would have to plod through
mud knee-deep. The length of road
between the present Bell Block factory
and the chapel was particularly bad
because only 40 feet wide instead of the
chain width which later surveys pro-
vided for roads, and, being level, it
cut up badly under the traffic.

. The agricultural show then was not
the occasion for a family outing for
country people. For one thing there
were not the side-shows and other
amusements to attract women and
children, who would not be interested
merely in the stock, and the difficulty
of transport was great. Bullock drays
were the only vehicles in use. Mr.
Andrews recalls an occasion when a
member of the Provincial Council was
suffering from a sprained knee and
could not walk the few- huundreds of
yards between his home and the place
of the meeting which he wished to at-
tend. He used to hire a bullock-dray
to carry him. The gentleman is still
living in New Plymouth and no doubt
would chuckle at the thought of mak-
ing a similar expedition down the
Brougham Street hill to-day.

Those were the days of rough and
ready appointments, when people lived
in huts of split slabs, with calico for
window coverings, and it was not to be
expected that the showground would be
fitted up at all lavishly. Split posts
and rails made the fences, and pavi-
lions to shelter the animals were not
even thought of. Mr. Andrews does
not remember there being any tents,
even. However, under these condi~
tions, the enthusiasts of that time set
out to improve the breeds of the vari-
ous classes -of stock by means of the
shows, and Mr. Andrews feels satis-
fied that the position to-day provides
justification for those early efforts.

Shorthorne and Io«&o—.mm were the
cattle principally shown in the seven-
ties. There was a type of slim-builg
Shorthorn suitable for dairying, dif-
ferent from the comparatively few
Shorthorns seen in Taranaki to-day
and which bear the characteristics of
beef cattle. The stamp of the cattle
and other stock was very different
from that of the animals now seen im
the show-rings, Attention te pedigree
came later. Several of the principal
exhibitors had an argisnex’ em the
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showground regarding the pedigree of
bulls, a newspaper controversy fol-
lowed, and from then onwards interest
w~ the subject continued to grow stead-

y.

The payment of the subscription to
the Agricultural Society was no trifling
matter in the days when farming gave
so little profit that many a man who
went to town had to go home before he
could have a meal, because lacking
money with which to pay for one. The
original subscription was 5s per an-

um, and much discussion took place
W%S.m a decision was made to increase
the rate to 10s. It was argued that a
guinea subscription would put the so-
cilety in a position to carr~ out some
improvements to its grounds, but Mr.
Andrews and other opponents of the
suggestion were able to show that the
advantage would be lost through a very
considerable decrease in the member-
#hip.

BETTING CASES
Complaint Against

Procedure

When the cases were called against
C. W. Ansford and Wm. B. Smyth in
the Magistrate’s Court on Wednesday
in which charges were laid under the
Gaming Aet, Mr. A. A. Bennett, who
appeared for the defendants, said ar-
rangements had been made for an ad-
journment until Wednesday next. He
stated, however, that sinee the arrest
of the defendants on the major offence
of bookmaking, upon which they were
entitled to trial by jury, several sum-
mary charges had been laid against
them, and he protested against the pro-
secution proceeding with the minor
offences before the hearing of the more
serious charge. This, he said, would
make void their right to a trial before
a jury of their fellow-citizens. Counsel
said he had made inquiries in other
parts of the Dominion and from what
he had learmed it scemed the course
proposed by the police was unprece-
dented. In order to prove the charge
of bookmaking, the prosecution would
have to prove the necessary acts which
constituted the offence of bookmaking,
and if these separate acts which consti-
tuted the minor offences were proceeded
with the proceeding would nullify their
privilege of trial by jury. Such trial
was one of the most jealously guarded
rights of the constitution, and he sub-
mitted the court should strain against
the possibility of the defendants losing
the benefit of that privilege, and do no-
thing that would embarras the defen-
dants. The process, he suggested, of
hearing the indictable offence first
would in ne way prejudice the prose-
eution.

Detective Meiklejohn, who was in
charge of the prosecution, said the
course proposed to be followed was the
same that was frequently adopted in
Auckland. It was true that objections
had been taken to it, but those objec-
tions had been set aside. On one occa-
sion a writ of prohibition had, becn
issued on him and the case came before
the Chief Justice in the Supreme Court,
but it was dismissed, the Chief Justien
saying that it was not the provinee of
the Supreme Court to diectate to a
Magistrate’s Court the order in which
it should conduet its business. What
he proposed to do upon his instructions
was fo proceed with the summary
charges and offer no evidence on the
major charges.

Mr. Bennett said this was an extra-
ordinary proceeding. It amounted to
an admission that the police could nrt
prove the combination of aets neces-
sary to establish a charge of bookmak-
ing, but that they would procecd on
the charges alleging the separate acts.
He suggested it was an attempt to
avoid a trial by jury. In view of the
detective’s statement he thought the
charge should be immediately with-
drawn. The action of the poliee in ar-
resting these men on the major charge
had resulted in the information being
widely published through this district,
and now they admitted they were not
able to substantiate it.

The Magistrate (Mr. R. W. Tate)
said the matter at present was simply
an application for an adjournment un-
til next Wednesday, and he saw no ob-
jection to that and granted the appli-
eation.

Mr. Bennett said that there was a
probability that he might be cngaged
in the Supreme Court next week, and he
asked if that was the case would the
eourt further adjourn the hearing.

The Magistrate suggested that the

matter should be arranged between
counsel and the proseeution.
* Mr. Bennett then asked that as the
principal charges were not being pro-
ceeded with the men should be released
without bail, but the Magistrate de-
clined to do this, and admitted the de-
fendants to bail as previously fixed.

INGLEWOOD
COUNTY

Zoma:mlolﬁ.no::oz

The monthly meeting of the Ingle-
wood County Council was held at Ingle-
wood on Tuesday, Councillor R. Stuart
presiding. Others present were: Coun-
cillors A. Cowley, J. Young, H. Jones,
E. A. Laurence, R. Grieve, E. O’Sulli-
van, J. Hunter and D. Brown.

ENGINEER’S REPORT.

The county engineer (Mr. C. Clarke)
reported for the month as follows:—
ast Riding.—Some 50 cubic yards
of metal have heen spread on the
Autawa Road. R. Zimmermann has
made a beginning with his two con-
tracts on the Otaraoa Road, and al-
ready has approximately 25 chains of
metal laid. Given good weather he
should complete the work in six weeks.

South mm.?:dm.lnw:mv.«. Road Dhas
been re-surfaced over all the weaker
portions of its length, the work being
completed early in the month. Metal
from the Mangonui pit has been dump-
ed on the Salisbury, Ross, Mangotea,
Ratapiko and Tariki Roads. The
Power Board are doing considerable
carting over the Tariki Road at the
present time, and provision should be
made to have more metal in readiness
for any damage which ay occur.
Some repair metal has been dumped on
Norfolk Read.

North Riding.—Some of the roads
have been clay blinded. The metal in
Thompson’s pit has not yet been carted
out, but T expect to have a lorry avail-
able in about a week’s time. T have
made inquiries from settlers on the
Mangonui Road and have made ar-
rangements to have the formation
work on the road done about the end
of March.

West Riding.—The lower portion of
Norfolk Road is being patched and re-
surfaced with metal from the Piakau
depot. The Upland, lLepper and LEg-
mont Roads have received some atten-
tion.

Main Roads TLoan Work.—The sec-
tion of one and a half miles between
Maketawa and Rugby Road was com-
pleted about a week ago. Work is
now in progress on the last twelve
chains of foundation work on the
Rugby Road-Tariki section. When this
is completed the two unfinished por-
tions of Junction Road will be laid
down.

Bridges.—Work on the Lepper-Car-
rington bridge is now well in hand.
All material is on the site and the
work should be completed within the
month. The Ngatoro bridge is well
under way. The foundations for the
western pier and abutment have been
noscwm&m% The contractor is at pre-
sent excavating for the pier on the
castern bank. All the piers are on
a splendid foundation of almost solid
rock. Plans for the Maketawa bridge
have been completed and sent in to the
Highways Board for approval.

The report was adopted.

FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

The following statement of the coun-
cil’s expenditure to February 27, 1926,

and the amounts now available for ex-

penditure, was submitted by the county
clerk (Mr. B. Larson):—Main roads,
total spent £5529. available for expen-
diture £3029 (debit); North riding,
£591, 1 £177 (credit); South riding,
£1280, £59 (debit) ; East riding, £171,
£147 (credit) ; West riding, £1105, £88
(credit).

VARIOUS MATTERS.

A memorandum from the Associa-
tion of New Zealand Chambers of
Commerce expressing alarm at the in-
crease in local body indebtedness was
received. \

The chairman and Councillor Jones
were appointed to represent the coun-
cil on a deputation consisting of re-

resentatives of the North Taranaki
farmers’ Union and North Taranaki
Couaty Councils, which it is proposed
shall wait on the Minister of Agricul-
ture (the Hon. 0. J. Hawken) when he
visits New Plymouth.

A petition was presented by a num-
ber of Kaimata farmers asking the
council to take action in the matter
of noE@e:m:W a farmer in their vicin-
ity to clear his land of ragwort, which
was a menace to the surrounding dis-
trict.—Steps will be taken to see that
the complaint is remedied and the
property cleared of mnoxious weeds.
The Public Works Department ad-
vised that maintenance subsidies had
been granted the council as follow :—
Egmont Road, £149 125 11d; Junction
Road, £800; Mountain Road, £454 7s
11d; total, £1404 Os 10d. :

It was resolved to expend the bal-
ance of the money available for the
Autawa Road, and tenders will be
called for the work.

On the motion of Councillor Cowley
it. was_decided to let a contract for
50 yards of metal from the Mangonui

it MS. maintenance on the Tariki

oad. -

Fourteen

ratepayers petitioned the
council to tar-seal the Mangonui
bridge, as the metal patching had
proved inefficient and ~the surface

quickly broke up.—The work will be
carried out, and the approaches for a
short distance on each side of the
bridge will be sealed.

Contracts are to be let for 600 yards
of metal for the Durham Road and
300 yards for the Dudley Road, and
tenders will be called for the work on
the Maketawa bridze, subject to the
approval of the Highways Board.

Nineteen applications were receive:d
for the_position of county engineer,
and the appointment was considered in
conunittee.

With regard to the York Road Isan
works, the engineer was authorised to
approach Mr. Ball to see what zould
be done.

The chairman referred to the delay
in the completion of the houses that
are being ecrected for the employees.
He pointed out that £23 7s 4d in in-
terest charges was accumulating on the
houses each month, and that amount
would have to be added to the cost of
the rent.—It was resolved to write to
the architect on the position, pointing
out that the penalty must be inflicted
unless the houses were completed
within fourteen days.

Application for permission to mcve
his ros:nr:.u. fence to the edge of Lhe
road on Upland Road (Egmont Village)
was made by Mr. W. J. Guildford.—
The matter was left in the hands of
the engineer.

mr———

BRITISH TRADE

In >zm_u.mmm|m| and New
Zealand

MR. DALTON INTERVIEWED

(By Telegraph—Own Correspondent )

AUCKLAND, March 2.

The importance of the New Zealand
and Australian markets to British in-
dustry was stressed by Mr. R. W. Dal-
ton, seninr British Trade Commissioner
in Australia, who arrived from Sydney
by the Maunganui to take charge of
the New Zealand post pending the ar-
rival in April of Mr. L. B. Beale, the
Commissicner appointed from Van-
couver to succeed Mr. Noel Elmslie.

Mr. Dalton explained that, in view
of the importance of New Zealand to
British exporters the Imperial Govern-
ment was anxious that the Dominion
should not be neglected during the
period between Mr. Elmslie’s departure
and the arrival of Mr. Beale. The peo-
ple of New Zealand and of Australia,
t09, hardly realised how important,
these countries were to British trade.
As a matter of fact Australia was Brit-
ain’s second best customer, he said,
and in both New Zealand and Austra-
lia the trade was so very highly organ-
ised and specialised that British mana-
facturers were keen to hold and extend
it. This trade from many aspects was
very popular, and one of its features
was that bad debts were quite unneces-
sary.

In answer to a question as to whe-
ther British trade was increasing in
Australia, Mr. Dalton said he felt
bound to confess that it showed a tend-
ency at present to decline. He ex-
plained that Australia’s %nognﬁ?m pol-
icy had the effect of limiting trade
in British goods rather than in foreign
soods, not because there was a desire
or that, for the reverse was actually
the case, but it was British industries
that aoﬁwmﬁom mostly with certain of
the established and growing Australian
industries. In actual practice he had
fcund that British manufacturers werve
showing a very live desire to look after
their Australian and New Zealand
trade themselves.

Mr. Dalton said he saw nothing
really inimical to British trade in the
development of industry in Australia,
because” the experience of the past
showed that in such cases the market
became capable of more absorption. In
the meantime, however, import trade in
Australia was somewhat disorganised
and for the British manufacturer it was
a matter of adapting himself to the
new type of demand.

The recent increase in the sale of
British moctor cars in Australia and
New Zealand was referred to with some
satisfaction by Mr. Dalton, who said
that, while the impression had been
created that British cars were not
suited to colonial conditions, he had
always held the view that the price of
these cars as against that of American
makes was the obstacle to wider sale
and popularity. He felt that this view
had now been justified because, with
the steady reduction in the prices of
British cars along with a maintenance
of quality, sales were steadily mount-
ing and he had no fears for the future
of British cars in these countries. He
mentioned incidentally that within the
last six months 6000 British cars had
been imported to Australia, a very
great increase on the sales of only a
few years ago.

OBITUARY

MR. J. B. ROY.

« The death oceurred at New Plymouth
on Monday night of Mr. John Barton
Roy. The late Mr. Roy, who was 71
years of age, had resided in New Ply-
mouth for many years and gained the
respeet and esteem of a very wide cir-
cle of friends.

He was born at Trentham in 1855 and
was educated at the Otago Boys’ High
School and Nelson College. In 1876,
when residing in Nelson, he was ad-
mitted as a barrister and solicitor of the
Supreme Court and later moved te Ha-
wera, where he practiced his, profes-
sion for a short period. In 1879 he com-
menced a practice in New Plymouth and
subsequently entered into a partnership
with Mr. William Halse, whieh eontin-
ued until the latter’s death. In 1903
Mr. Roy entered into partnership with
Mr. F. E. Wilson, the present Mayor
of New Plymouth. Five years later this
partnership was dissolved and after a
further period of practice on his own
account a partnership was formed in
1908 with Mr. J. C. Nicholson, and this
was not broken until Mr. Roy’s retire-
ment in 1922.

Despite the calls of a large practice
the late Mr. Roy always manifested a
keen and practical interest in public
affairs. After serving as a counncillor
for three years, he was elecred Mayor
of the town on December 19, 1888, hold-
ing the position until the end of the
following year. In 1893 he was again
clected Mayor, and held officc until
1897, when he was defeated by Mr. E.
Dockrill, and retired thenceforth from
any aetive part in publie affairs.

He also took a particularly keen in-
terest in education. In 1889, when the
control of the New Plymouth High
School was taken out of the hands of
the Education Board and vested in a
gpeeial board of governors, Mr. Roy be-
came a member of the first board and
oceupied the honorary position of trea-
surer, and for five yecars he was ehair-
man of the board. When the Hon. T.
' Kelly, another member of the board,
discovered that a large area of land at
_Opaku, on the Whenuakura River, had
been set aside by Parliament in 1872
for providing revenue for nniversily
education in Taranaki, Mr. Roy joined
with him in a serious investigation of
the position of the fund (which .stood
then at £15,000), and it was largely due
to the perseverance of Mr. Roy (who
was subsequently aided in this matter
by Mr. N. K. MacDiarmid) that the at-
tempts of the Wanganui Eduecation
Board and Victoria College to scize
this endowment were frustrated, and
the money kept for Taranaki and a
portion of the income used for Taranaki
seholarships to the university.

Mr. Roy was legal adviser to a num-
ber of loecal bodies in Taranaki and was
solicitor for the State Advances Cffice
from the inception of the scheme in the
early nineties. He was a past president
of the Taranaki Law Society.

Mr. Roy had always taken a keen
interest in the oil industry and was cne
of the directors on the advisory board
of one of the English companies.

He married Miss Halse, daughter of
his first partner in business, Mr. Wil-
liam Halse. Mrs. Roy passed away a
year or two ago and Mr. Roy is sur-
vived by three daughters, Mesdames
Will. Kelly (Awakino), G. 8. Millar
(New Plymouth) and Miss Roy (New
Plymouth), and one son, Mr. Ian Roy
(New Plymouth).

MR. SAMUEL BROOKES.

The death occurred at the New Ply-
mouth Hospital on Monday night of
Mr. Samuel Brookes, an old and respect-
ed resident of New Plymouth. The
late Mr. Brookes was born at Welling-
ton, in the County of Somerset, Eng-
land, in 1848, and was therefore 78
years of age. He came out to New
Zealand over 50 years ago in the sail-
ing ship Waikato and settled in New
Plymouth, where he has resided ever
since. He was of a quiet retiring dis-
position.  His chief interest outside
his work and his home lay in the activi-
ties of the Agricultural Society, of
which he had been a member for many
years. When dog shows were held in
conjunetion with the stock shows he
was a regular exhibitor and he has al-
ways been a constant exhibitor at the
poultry, pigeon and eanary shows. He
was a very prominent breeder of fancy
pigeons some years ago and latterly his
hobby has been canaries. Although
not holding any office he had always
taken dn interest in the work of the
Citizens’ Band. Mr. Brookes is sur-
vived by two soms, Messrs. John
Brookes (Frankton) and P. Brookes
(Wellington), and four daughters, Miss
A. Brookes (New Plymouth), Mrs. W,
H. Pellew (New Plymouth), Mrs. C.
Bond (New Plymouth), and Mrs. N,

M¢Arthur (Frankton).



