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By MARKBIRCH . —

A BACKLOG of j jury trials in New Ply-

mouth is causing concern — but addition-

al courthouse rooms won’t be provxded
until funds are available. vy .

trar Val Harrison yesterday,7’ ./ feiik
“At the moment we have some difficul- -
ties in getting the list down to what I call
manageable proportions.” -
The insufficiency of rooms was a major
contributor to delays. ... "~ ., . ..
“But the courthouse was never desngned

for this volume of cases. It was quite .

adequate for 20 years, but, then soclety
changed.”

- Also concemed about cramped condx- :
tions is Semor Sergeant Doug Geraghty, ;

who said there should be separate areas
for witnesses, complamants and
 defendants, = -

At present they all had to wait in the
same area.

. Many witnesses and complamants were

‘feeling intimidated by the alleged offend- *
ers and their associates.”

. Regional courts manager Eric Franklyn
(Palmerston North) said he was pursuing
‘prospects for an extra courtroom and
“ancillary rooms.’ 3
.“But ‘financial constraints come into
“the picture, and I don’t know if the de-
,partment will have funds available to do it
" within the rolling 10-year programme.”

The proposed revamp of facxhtxes had
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been set down for consxderatnon for 1995-
96, but would not necessarily go ahead

could extend the present building, or re-
do the interior, or obtain leaged premises,
_or establish other premises off-site. And

also on future jurisdictions.

“If we go away from the Privy Councx]
as.is being considered, that could alter the
way we provide our services.

~“There are advantages in waiting untll
the picture becomes clear, but then agmn
you could wait for ever.”

Mr . Franklyn said New Plymouth’
backlog ‘was comparable to those in other
parts of h13 reglon, whxch stretched from
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e ~then “There are various scenarios. We
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“We still have a lot of trials Waxtmg far upset he said. “There should be a separ-  hone of these things has been costed.” %

3
e than I would like,” said ¢ urts ‘‘ate area for witnesses where they | g:an sit 7
P 4 regls w:in .comfort ‘and ‘wait, to he called without  ‘corporated on the present’ site would de-

pend*on those alternative scenarios and ’

Whether additional rooms could be in- '

of space causes court backlog

_‘Hawkes Bay to Ta.ranakx ‘and mcluded
:‘Wanganux and Palmerston North.

Mrs Harrison said .fewer-than 26 New
Plymouth high court trials were waiting,
but in the district court there were about

. 30. “We can usually cope with trials with-

in the year that people are committed for
trial, but people may be committed early

latel‘ 1m the year IR s * i
New Plymouth’s’ courthouse incorpo-

" rates one full:size .courtroom,. a second

which. is too small to mcorporate a jury

"'box, and a third which is little more than
a large office. As well as jury trials, these
three rooms must also accommodate non:-

7% jury- high and district court :cases, and "

- Family Court and Dnsputes Tnbunal

»gittings. .

*At present smd Mrs Hamson, two Jury

trials could not run sxmultaneously For

“that to happen, another full-size court-
-room* would be needed in- addition to

rooms- for Junes, Judges, thnesses and
m erviews. -
Franklyn sald Justxce Minister

A Doug Graham had suggested mght courts

< to lelp reduce backlogs. redg
in the year and not dealt: w1th untll much - t, because
" ag'T understand it he is suggesting one

:“I"hayen’t really conside

particular court for a trial,” said Mr
Franklyn. {There are points for and
against mght courts. Theré has to be a lot
of examination of the way tliey would

operate, and security requirements. And
" if the courthouse were open:for one pur-

pose, there could be public demand that it

‘be open for-all purposes, and that opens

up a different scenario from what the
minister has suggested.” . 2" .



