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ables may stage a comeback

, ‘ Plans for
' museum

Former colonial hospital the
Gables, in Brooklands Park, New
Plymouth could become New
Zealand's first museum of medicine

The proposal to set up the museum
has come from Ne Plymouth
historian Mrs Gail Lam%vl who has
spent the last five years ¥esearching
the Gables's history and the colonial
surgeons who worked in it

She says the Gables, one of four
colonial hospitals commissioned by
Governor George Grey in the 1840s
is an ideal spot for thé museum The Gables as it is today.

The Gables is the oldest hospital
still standing in New Zealand
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The hospital was situated  Park now live at the Gables
on Mangorel Rd the site It was situated near the The Gables can be visited
where New Plymouth Girls'  King family's home and is - by arrangement with Mr
High School now stands understood_to have been us-  McPherson ‘

1t had three wards, cater
ing for up to 15 people in

Tapu
In August 1854 Chief
Rawirt Walau, who was in
jured in fighting between
+lwo factions of the
Puketapu Hapu of the
Atiawa tribe. was treated at
the hospital
Following his death the
Maori people R“ a tap
the building This probably
saved it from destruction
the fate of many bulldings
duriog the Taranaki land
wars in the 18608
The hospital was rarely
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Choice yirginia tobaccos

there were /already two
other hospitas in the town

Urgent_ repairs were car
ried out In 1872 when there
was a smallpox scare It
wes ‘Tniended Vo dae. the
hospital as a quarantine
base but there was no out
break

By 1880 the Ipspital was
known as the refuge, as it
was used as an old men's
bome The homeé was ad
ministered by the Taranaki
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