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THE UNSEEING EYES
THAT GAZE DOWN

(By a staff reporter)

PAKE another hard look at the tmcu you see below on this page, Study them
carefully.  Then try and remember if you have seen them before, If you

have not, you have no excuse other than careless observation,

All of them are easily vistble fea~
tures of New Plymouth buildings

and fountains. All should have been
seen by thousands. Three of them,
omamental features of two Devon
Street bulldings, should be seen by
thousands each day, if only those
thousands would take their eves off
the asphalt footpath, the glittering
shop window, the traflic, or the
shapely office girl to glance upward
for & moment.

Most people will recognise the,
lon as the same one that stares
angrily from the. Queen Victoria
memorial fountain, near the band
rotunda by the main lake in Puke-
kura Park. PFashioned in marble,
2t is possibly the most impressive of|
the quintet.

The tatfooed Maori head graces
the arch above the entrance to the
New Zealand Insurance Company's|
. Besause of a verandsh
Juiting ocut from the entrance,
head
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3 were.
fshly followed by architects. Thus

you will see the same lifelike face.
However, sculptured it produced a
smile that Nas survived many de-
cades, and probably for years Jongér,
than most of you have lved.
Finally, there are the two. my-
sterious heads taken from an oid
wooden bullding on the seaward side
of Devon Street, two bulldings along
from the Bank of New Zealand on
the corner of Devon and Brougham
streets. too, one & man, the
other s woman, one on each side
of the bullding, can be easily seen|
from the other side of the street.
A passed age
Auofu:unhnﬂlm relics of an
age that has Such
ofaamentation 13 no Jonger wanted
guthe Sight: Awlad siructures of
steel, concre! glass erected by

with concrete, steel or stone.

The male and female faces plc-
tured here are embellishments put
on to brackets. When stane build-

some other design of the living
thing.

Toe large wooden bullings erected
In New Zesland, largely
this country,

of stone bulldings.
used when

th wood, and the designs neces-
sary for sione bulldingy alay-
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any o
beilished in the manner of. the

heads In the photographs.
Gargoyles

The heads ot the fountains serve
rainwater 5pouts, OF FATgoY|
Omementation of bulldings and
fountatns in this manner was a
common feature of Gothic and Re-
nalssance srchifecture. The orna-
ments were used mote in_ ecclesiaa-
tieal

have felt that it was more appro-
priste to depict a living thing.
Although  no
there i3 no doubt that such
mentation did give Lft. to a bullding,
And after all humans plan butld-
ings, erect them and use s

A reaction

Today, however, ornamentation is
kept to s minimum. nuuu]upcs-
cbie. thcugh that there’ might s00n
be a resction against the harsh,
mrn:uuu.l. although pleasing lines
of modern bulldings and a return

to a certain amount of ornamenta-
tion. u
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here to" conform
classical designs|”

Sleepy drivers
German highway Lnl.horiLln pl
to" carve “slits” into m
the Prumm-mnnhum
autobahn in the hope lhl! dm

about ons ineh deep.

not help -
ation for these fastinating e o

» deparied bullding fashion,

sutobahn has b
come known as the “highway
death” in' West Germany becau
accidents ‘are frequent on the bus

straight stretch.




