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St Luke's cemetery, Bell Block, from William Hulke's grave.

mumum'rnuuw
2 neglected rural cemetery, Wonder-
In' has written to the editor complaining
about the state of the area at Bell Block.
Wondering points out that St Luke's con-
tains the bones of William Hulke who is
reputed to have established the Jersey cattle

brnd in Taranaki, among other achieve-

‘lul perhaps more important is the fact
that in it are the graves of many of the earlier
settiers (particularly those who arrived on
the Amelia Thompson) as well as those of
many of the descendants of these pioneers,
the letter says.

“‘Many of these people were responsible
for the Anglican Church possessing this now
valuable tract of land. And of course they
established the faith there and built their
place of worship.

‘86 why is the church so backward in

acknowledging the debt they owe to these
people and showing the graves the respect

which ll lhﬂv due? Surely it cannot be
indifference — or insensitivity?

wm Ol ntpondbh for maintenance of
an actual grave? The rest of the burial area
must certainly be the responsibility of the
owners of the property.

‘‘Sheep and horses grazed there. Both
these-animals do damage and their usage is
unacceptable. Why not a mower and just a
little manpower?

“Rank growth and broken fences reflect
m:nﬂlmmyomconmﬂ.dmmh

property.”
A Herald team assigned to lnvnﬁoll- lh'
lmmlon came up with the followjng infor

Weed choked link to

founding fathers

In 1973 Taranaki Newspapers re-

railings around the very old

A working bee was set up then to
do some tidying

In 1985 the asa

obliged 10 in this area
Mr Lambert says there are proba-
oy of the Bell Black

working on the
The first St Luke's Church was built
@t Bell Block on a site chosen by
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Aschdeacon Henry Govett and pur-
chased from the Crown by Bishop
Selwyn in 1957 for £8-18.9

The church was opened by
Govett's locum Rev Meyrick Lally on
St Luke's Day 1857, (Govett was in
England at the time)

It"was the second Anglican church
10 be built east of New Piymouth in
Taranaki

By 1901 however, the church was
earmarked for demolition because it
was 100 small for the needs of the
congregation

Although it had been: A most im-
portant building in its day” (Taranaki
Herald of September 25, 1901) it was
NOw in an unsale condition

Subscriptions for a' new church
were called for and on September
26, 1901, Archdeacon Govett laid the
foundation stone ©f the new St
Luke's.

Archdeacon Govelt used & mallet
made in part from one of the old
purini posts which first encircled the
Mother Church of St Mary's and the
other part ffom one of the commu
nion rails of the old St Luke's.

Over 100 attended the
open-air service along with the clergy
and surpliced choir of St Mary's.
They sang the hymn The Church's
One_Foundation and following the
“‘appropriate” psaims” and ancther
hymn, Rev Frank Evans gave a brief
aoar

eSS

He said St Luké's had stood
unharmed throughout the ~ Land
Wars. “And now. by a curous co-
incidence the, first subscription for
the new church which was 1o replace
it came from a Maorn

After the formal proceedings a col-
lection was held, “raising another
£8-185 10 go ftowards the ,new
church. A hockey and football match
followed with a_concert in the even.

ng.
But it was not until February 1906
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that the church and property were
consecrated

From “about 1899 to 1903 Rev
Frederick Augustus Bennett. who
laler  became first

home base while he worked to revive
the mission work begun befare the
Land Wars

His parish stretched from ‘White
Ciifts i the north fo the Waitotara
River in the south.

Rev Bennett was instrumental in

the establishment of a Maori hospital
in New Plymouth and was invalved in
petitioning Parliament lor reform of
the liquor laws which he felt were not
inthe best interests of the M

St Luke's Ghurch senvéd The An-

glican ' congregation of Bell Black
untilthe 1970s

In February 1976 the church was
moved to Mr 8. Rumball's farm on
Dorset Rd to become part of his
house

Now all that is left is the grave-
yard, the final resting place of a
number of Taranaki’s pioneers.

William King Hulke i3 probably the
most famous of these

Jersey pioneer

The grave of William King Hulke is

Hulke is reputed 1o have been a key
higure in establishing the Jersey dairy cow
in Taranaki and was a prominent early
farmar and businessman

Qne of his enterprises. the Egmont
Steam Flour Ml stit s 0 New
Plymouth although dnks Bind food are
oW $8rved where ance flour was ground

Hulke was bom in Deéal. England in
1819 His father was a physician and at-
tended the Duke of Welington during his
last iiness, Accor

After 2 briel spel with the East India
Company and farming in Pembrokeshire
Wilham Hulke emigrated 1o New Zealand

He armved 0n the London on December
12 1840 A week later Hulke. with a
number of other sefmiers. set out 10 walk
to Wanganu,, arrving on December 30

Hulke was nvolved in the estadlishment
of the first store in Wanganu:

He later retumed to Welington ang
there estabiished a herd of dairy Cows he
had brought over from Sydney. His farm
suppied mik and vegeiabies 10 the peo-
ple of Wellington

in 1842 he relumed to Wanganu: and
st up a flour mill

Five yaars later he moved the machin
ery 10 New Plymouth and estabiished the
waterpowered  Umion mil i Queen

roet
In the early 1850s Hulke bought a faim

at'Bell Block but had 1o move back to
New Plymouth un 1860 for fus own safety

when the Maon Wars broke out

Then in 1866 with F L and W D
Webster, Hulke built a steam flour mill in
Curfie Street It stil s1ands today refur
bished 10 house restaurants and bars as

the Egmont Steam Fiour Mil
He later moved

Jersey cattie became famed thrt

New Zealand. (it was in 1876 that Hulke 15

distanced of 130 miles)

Hulke in his tast yeard “Suered from
a very Gistressing malady, which kept hm
almost a prsoner. but in spite of his great

maned strong
his obituary n the Taranak:

his mental powers rer
until the last
Heraid s

He died in 1908 and was survived by

s wile_ and two sisters in Deal

Als0 buried in the cemetery are some.ol
the st settiers who arrved i Taranaks
on the Plymoutn Company barGue Ameiid
T

hompson

One hindred and wighty seven meny
women and chikdren let England ‘o th
S on March 25. 1841, for a new e n

the colonies

I was provably both good fuck and
good  management that the Amela
Thompson ever completed the, journey
Nether Captain Dawson nor the settiers
Knew at the ime that he Shp's back haa

been broken when ! was launched

back 10 Bell Biock and.
in 1876, established a model dairy farm
Corbett Road. His nerd of pure-bred
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One of the older graves.

William King Hulke, pioneer dairy farmer
and an original owner of the Egmont Steam
Flour Mill in New Plymouth.

Pricture courtesy of Taranaki Museum

Another memorial to William Hulke, the Egmont Steam Flour Mill

The second St Luke's CMlch Bell Block.
Picture uwrusy of Taranaki Museum
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