Taranaki Club
Description

The combined Taranaki Club building has a domestic character, with typical bungalow features such as long gables with overhanging eaves and verges with rafter and purlin ends exposed, casement windows, and an informal and picturesque arrangement of forms. It is structured in concrete, finished with textured stucco and roofed with concrete tiles. The building is well sited, above the road and in a garden setting that includes large trees on the Queen Street boundary; it has sweeping views out to sea to the north.

History

The Taranaki Club, forerunner of the Combined Taranaki Club, was founded in 1892. It had several temporary premises, including a building in Egmont Street until the present building was opened in August 1922. With changing social needs the interior has been extensively altered, most particularly in 1954 by the architect M. G. B. Harvey; while the main elements of the exterior have remained intact, changes have been made, including the addition of conservatory on the north elevation and the closing in of the front porch.
Statement of Significance

The building has social significance as the purpose-built home of the Taranaki club since 1922. It is the work of an important local architect T. H. Bates, in a domestic bungalow style not seen elsewhere in the CBD, and it has townscape significance on its prominent site and in proximity to other heritage structures.
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