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magnollas, 800 varieties of

Plants for Pukeiti ;
- from Britain

" OFFICIAL OPENING OF
'RESERVE ON SATURDAY

THE unique reserve being established in ./ '» Xaltake Ranges, 16 mlles
i {rom.New Plymouth, by the Pukeitl 2. <odendron Trust, will be
u officially opened on Saturday by the Minister 6f Lands, Mr. Corbett.
- Trust members from all ‘over New Zealand will be present, but the
mar who started the ambitious scheme, Mr. W..D. Ceok, of Gisborne,
wili ‘not see the reserve opened—he is,in England busy working for
the future of the reserve by enlisting Jjev members and buying plants.

As the result ‘of Mr. Cook's visit
fo Britaln some 30 new members

. have joined the Pukeltl Rhododen-
dron slates a New Zealand

lation - cable message re-
ceived from London .today.

.The message says that Mr. Cook will
be planting In his 100;acre park at
Eastwood. Hill, Glsborne, six varieties of
trees and,
shrubs and between 200 and 300 rhodo-
dendrons, all,of which will be new to the
Doninlon. The rhododendrons will arrive
next year, .

All will be plinted at Eastwood Hill
and In due time. eitl will recelve from
Mr, Cook-and also from RBritaln ‘about

1000 of these trees and shrubs.

i, New members of the trust, who pay
two guineas subscription annually, which

", entitles thétm 0 at least two butletins

each year reporting,k on the work done
at Pukeit!, include in additlon to Lady
Elphinstone and ‘Duchess of Moantrose,
Lords - Bledisloe, Strathcona, Glasgo
and Digby, Mr. Edmund de Rothschild,
of Exbury, Lady Vivienne Younger, Sir
George Campbell, Bir Bruce Campbell

- and Colonel F. C. Sterneg

BEST GARDENS "

"‘Since his arrival in Britain last March
Mr. Cook has seen, some 120 of the best
gardens in the country, He has been to

. Cornwall and to Scotland and every-

+ Pukeit!  Trust,

‘one ‘of  the biggest colléc
and shrubs in Europe.

where has met wnlth enthusiasm for the

uring ‘a visit to the
Villa Taranto, on Lake Magglore, he saw
tions of trees

“I am  delighted . to find  that

Pukeiti has been well publicised by

¢ articles in Britsh magazines,” sald

Mr. Cook, “and that.not only is the

* Royal Horticultural Society inter-

ested in it as well, but It Is also
going to help with publicity.

“In time we should have experience
in. ‘and information about the growing
g] rhododendrons and” other shrubs in

ew Zealand which should be of value
::]mez;rdenm all over the world,” he

Mr. Cook Is returning to New Zeu-

‘the lodge, which is nearly finlshed. Much

w | some lodge, worth an.estimated - £8000,

land in the Oronsay which is salling on|.

October 13. He expects to reach Glsborne
on November 26.
PROGRESS IN THREE YEARS

The trust was started three years ago
after Mr. Cook bought 153 ncres of land
in the ranges and then offered it to’ any
group who could make a financial ‘suc-
cess of starting a trust! This was done
by calling for filve members who would
agree to pay [50 a year subscription for
a minimum ‘of five, years. . These and
many other: keen .members r:;e‘-’;_opﬂ
Tqund. g .

Shortly after this an aponymous
added another 163 adjoining acres to the
reserve. In three years the membership

has grown to' 450, mainly if New Zea-}

land, but with mgmbers in miany paris
of the, world.
Voluntary labour has put in a road to

voluntary work - wen! Intg. reform
tracks thfough the-*reserve. The ha
was bullt fog a much lower figure be-
cause of the
Even the Umber was donated. £
Many rhddodendrons and other plants
were donited and these were planted out
arourd dew Plymouth, until ' formation
work 1n th® Teserve was well under way.
‘Just recently the lodge was completed
enough- for a caretaker to be employed
and the planting out.in the reserve
started a few weeks ‘ago.
Now there are about 800 plants in
a nursery in front of the new lodge.
As they become acclimatised théy
will_be planted out to form & series
of dells Joined by attraclive walks
through native bush. ¥

The trust had planned to discuss the
buying of further plants at its -next
annual meeting. Eventually it was hoped
to have many frpm other countries, The
news that about 1000 plants will be com-
Ing -from Mr. Cook was recelved with

fonor .

¢lp given by many people.

complete surprise by members in New
Plymouth today. |
They were delighted, but *hast d to

e ! : K
SOENES AT THE PUKEI?I RHODODENDRON TRUST'S' PROPERTY on Upper Oarring.
ton'Rogd. ABOVE: The lodge which is.to be officially opened by the.Minister of Lands,

BELOW: e.lodge in its setting of native bush. On the

. Mr. Corbett, next Saturday. ‘
; : right is part of the trust's nursery.

add that Mr. Cook had started off the
reserve and apparently was going to back
1t up. i

‘Business Bad’.
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