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| became ‘a very live -ancd”

T TTTTTY ew = saiao 06)-0I IO O DOYS In  secondary school | Sir Kelth Park will be nsked L the

respect, ‘ . metalwork classes, : . speaker, - - .h
women's committee, which had been, and
was for many years, a. valuable ssction

Kawaroa, the Park of
- The Long Reef

THE story of the creation of this most popular of New Plymouth’s
. . Dbarks and reserves—at least‘as a children's plenle playground—
Is an epic of sustained voluntary service by. clvic-minded citlzens
that has.extended for more tha : =

n half a- century. | %)
To the younger section of the present generation it is perhaps

.there are stlll many of their elders: who
recollect this now delightful spot ds a waste of sandhills, covered”
with furze and lupins, damped by the spray from the pounding seas
that broke over the reef which fronted the area. S

levelling. of sandhills
the planting of ornam
trees, the formin

was followed ~ by
ental shribs and
g of walks, and an early,

The task by which this trans-
formatlon has been achleved was |
shared by successive “groups of

voluntary workers of the western | start made. with the provision of the
part of the city, 1o all of whom many amenities which have made Lhe
great credil Is due. There i3, how- * park . such ' a. happy; playground - for

ever, onie name that stands out pre-
eminently as n leader In this’ work
dor » long tme.” It s that of the
late Mr. V. H, “Bo" Beal.

The present committee has decided to
commemaorate -his work for the park by
the erectlon of o memorinl seat, to be
hul:ll: on ong of the smill knolls in the
park. -

Mr, Beal was a

children,

The official opening
place on March 24, 19
velng . performed by the ‘Mayor, Mr.
G. W. Browne. The openlng was the
occaston .of the firit Easter Monday
pienic in -the park, and these annual
 Ralas were the means py which for
many years the soclety ralsed thousands
of pounds for park Improvements,

The next unportant step was the erec-
tion of the tea bungalow. The design’ at
that time was somewhat unigits“in Mew
Zenland, but it was in keeping with the
surroundings. . The bungalow was opened
ori December ‘11,1913, AL

Working bees wére - held regularly on
Thursday and. Saturday sfternoons—the
two weekly half-holldays of those times
—to further level ‘areas, spread soll (with
the shovel. and  barrow method), sow
lawns, lay down: kerbings ' surroundt
the lawn plots; and plant trees' ap
shrubs.’ Protection work' was nlso under-
taken . to ‘combat ' sea. erosign, and o
conerete wall was built to ¢heck the sea
encroachment along Lhe frontage to
which the bungalow fwced.

With  the facilities provided ' by the
bungalow, euchre parties became another
regular méans of money-raising as did
also the afternoon teas supervised by oA

of the park took
13, the ceremony

‘member of the original
committee when a soclety, known as the
West  End  Foreshore - Improvement:
Soclety, was frmed on January 25,
1913, wnd  applieatlon made .to  the
Boraugh - Counct] for permission to con-
trol the reserve, which had then become

known as Kawsroa Park.

In 1948 he wis elected chairman- of
e commitiee, n positlon he held for

years, for 25 of which he Wi
president of “the soclety, which In- the
previous ' year had been re-named- the
Kawaroa * Pork' Foreshore Beautifying
Soclety, i
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30

“FRUITFUL SEED * LAY
It was a far-sighted vislon ot the end
of 'the last- ‘eentury which saw  the
possibllity of ‘transforming this barren
and unattractive spot into- n - seaside
patk. ‘The seed then sown has ylelded
a ‘rich harvest. At that time the land
was Education Reserve and o lease was
secured by the counell from the Educa-
Uon  Commissioniers In- 1901, It was
subsequently vested In the. council on
October 13, 1814, a5 o public récreation |
reserve; L : ¥ i
Betore then, however, much work had:
been done in'.élearing lupin’ and “scrub,
levelling down ' some of the sandhlils,
and making ‘trucks. One track led from
the entrance to the reserve down - (o
the beach af the western end of. the
park. 'Recognismg the potentinlities of
the area the councll erecled. a band
rolghda (o commemorate. the coronation
of King ‘Edward: VII, (he foundatipn
storie of which was -lald by the Mayor,
Mr. E. Dockrill, on- Corguatlon: . Day,
August 9, 1902,  Following -this 'a road-
way fram ' ‘Weyvmouth , Street. to" (he
rotunda was made ‘and -5 now  knpwn
as Tisch Avenue. Mr.. Opstavius ‘Tisch,
a former mayorfof the borough, hind
mooted the formAtion of a marine parnde
along the seafront,-and this was , re-
garded as’ the: first step:in “the project.

The primary objective ‘of the soclely

office for so lon

Joved some of the many amen

of the soclety's organisatlon, This com-
mittee was, In 1915, given complete con-
trol -of fts own mffairs, with Mrs. W,
Oliver 'ﬁ'mmﬁﬁfmiin’ :imitgm she' og-
cupled w nction for many years.
She was succeeded Mr. - Beal, who
contfnued the office with equal suceess,

AREA EXTENDED

The original area of the park was eight
acres, but in’ 1914 the then president,
Mr. . George -Tabor, realised :that some
breakwind shelter was required along
southern. line of the reserve. Throug
his  initlative an area of another four
umawluaddgdtuthe&ukbyﬂ of
lease from the Railway ent. The
development of this area involved more
clearing and planting, but the wisdom of
the declston -is abundantly and
greatly appreciated to-day. ;

The kerbing of Tisch Avenus was an-
other major work undertaken. For this
the  borough councll donated tons of
kerh!n& stones and when they were lald
both sides of the nvenus were " planted
with .pohutukawas and “cabbage” trees.

Furtier dévelopmental work and general |

maintenance  cccupled - successive com-
mittees.and from time to time more ¥-
ground *amenlties, Including; a

were.ndded to the par
‘ennls courts and uat
formed, all of which add up to as.fine n
plece of clvic work by en usfastic citi-
zens as could be szeen anywhere. It I3 in

this park, too, that the Municipal salt |

waler baths are situated.

During its early years the soclety. suf-
fered In itsadministration by Ire&::m
changes in its chief executive offlcers.
It was the nccession of Mr. Beal to the
chief office, and his maintenance of that
g that gave a continuity
to the edministrative work of the soclety
and did so much-to bring the park-to its
present state of attractiveness. It s true
he was'supported by a loyal and devoted
band hsipers, to whom a share of the
credit for the achlevement must go, but
his -guiding hand and wise counsel was
the inspiration of much that was done.
He had one hobby. and that was Kawnroa
Park, and It Is fitting that so sultable
a memorial to his work should be placed
in this reserve,

That the value of his work ls r
Is evidenced by the fact that ns soon ns
It beeame known that a memorial was
to _be erecled severnl donatlons, spon-
taneously given, were  recelved from
clubs and organisations which had en-
fties pro-
vided In ‘the park.—(RL.C.. ;

-

formed in 1913, ‘when given control of
the reserve by the council,. was' the
‘bedutifying of the area surrpunding  the
rotunda, . The members of the soclety o
hard-working

body and. rapld developmental progress |
was made—all by v

1o Be erected

THE MEMORIAL SEAT .
the late Mr. V. H. Beal,
the small - hills “in lhe
ba of split stone, and
oluntary labour. Thel' It will' be Anlshed

Dark ‘overlooking

in red quarry fles,
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The seat, construcied in co

‘e basc of_the central octdgon and the floor of the Arst

k to the mm of
nerete, will be on one of
he back of the seat will

In Kawaroa Par
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equipment. |
lawns were |©

The cost Iy estimated at about £500,
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