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Trans-Tasman

Bell Block Airport
Obvious Choice For
Land Plane Service

New Plymouth has unique advantages in

WITH its four splendid runways and its capacity for vast expansion,
together with its greater proximity to Sydney and the suitability
of weather conditions prevailing in the area, the Bell Block airport at
New Plymouth possesses unique advantages as a trans-Tasman air ter-
minal for land-based aircraft. Its suitability has been commented on by
prominent aviators, who have been quick to appreciate the potentialities

If New Plymoulh were made the principal New Zealand terminal
for.an overseas air rervice operating land planes, the aircraft would
land at a point midway between the main centres of the Dominion's

at an airport providing easy

and quick access to the railway and to the business centre of the town.

The route between Sydney and New Plymouth is commercially®
the best proposition, because it is the shortest of all practical routes
between Sydney and New Zealand.
fuel consumption is extremely heavy and the distance between flying
points is a matter of great importance.

In the operation of large aircraft,

Since the war ended, air
services have been in the melting pot
and only by protracted negotiations be-
tween the respective Governments are

the many problems related to flying
rights being resolved. These decided,
the next major issue is the selection of
terminal airports. At this point, unfor-
tunately, influences are at work that
might easily prejudice what is most suit-
able, most convenient and most econo-
mical in the national interest.

Primarily, it is plain that the terminal
airport of an interna service should
be one large enough and most suitable
1o cope with the prospective traffic, and
which is most free from hazards such
as hills, fog and mud that would imperil
the safety. The choice therefore should
surely then be decided by two vital
commercial considerations — distance
from the next international terminal
and relationship 1o the population within
the national boundaries.-

Carefal Assessment.

On this basis, will the decisions made
in New Zealand be the correct ones?
It is quite possible that they will not
unless an impartial and judicial assess-
ment upon. Such an assess-
ment would undoubtedly establish
Auckland, because of its geographical
position and its fine harbour, as the
logical location for the terminal of a
trans-Pacific service between New Zea-
land and North America, be it by land
plane or by flying-boat.

The same logical reasoning would
favour either Auckland or Welling-
“ton as the terminal of a trans-Tas-
man flying-boat service, because of
the harbour factor alohe, but should
discard both of these airports in
\_ favour of New Plymouth for a land

‘plane urvi

izxw late Sir Charles Kings-
ford smuh decide upon New Plymouth
as the terminal of his proposed Sydney-
New Zealand air service? Why did the
late Flight Lieutenant C. P. T. Ulm, the
late Mr. W. M. O'Hara and Miss Jean
Batten make New Plymouth their land-

louder than the most eloguent advocacy.
Significant Facts.
In support of New Plymouth's claims
are certain indisputable factsi—
New Plymouth is closer to Sydney than
any other main airport in New Zea.
hnd. 1t is 23 miles nearer than Auck-
l.nnd 64 miles nearer than Wellington
miles nearer than Palmerston

Weather conditions over the_ Tascaan
between Sydney and New Plymouth
are more favourable than on any other
Toute between Sydney and New Zea-
land.

Recent developments have proved tha
land planes are more suitable and

What Experts Say

The Minister of Defence, the
Hon F. Jones, speaking at the offi-
cial opening of the Bell .Elock air-
port on March 21, 1836: “This
ground to-day is one of the fincst
in New Zealand. . . When the
extensions are complete, there will
be no ground I Australasia that

b o the one in New
Plymouth. 1 hopc before the year
is out we will have some air
service operating between New
Zealand and Great Briwafn, . . .
1f the types of aircraft used are
land planes I cannot sce a more
ideal landing place than New Ply-

‘mout
Charles Kingsford Smith,
speaking i New Plymouth on
January 12, 1933, after landing in
the Seul.hnm Cross direct from
Sydney: “I was certainly influen-
ced in my decision to land at New
Plymouth b\ the fact of its geo-
graphi tion to Australia,
which will ulum.lcl) make it the
terminus of the trans-Tasman ser-
vices when that day comes.”
Captain P. G. Taylor, OBE.,
writing to the New Plymouth Air-
port Board in October, 1837, after
completing several trans-Tasman
flights: “I hope some day we shall
see New Plymouth as the New
Zealand terminal of a trans-Tas-
man land plane service.”

economical for the Tasman
crossing than fiying-boats

New Plymouth airport is or can be
made larger in area than any other
tx\s(lnz commercial airport in New

Ze:

New Plymouth airport already possesses
effective runways in four .different
directions, varying  between 1000
yards and 1400 yards, and these can
be further extended to more than a
mile in every direction.

New Plymouth airport is splendidly
graded and drained, has an all-the-
year-round dry and firm surface, and
is more free from fog and’ low cloud
than most other airports.

Mount Egmont, a perfect cone rising to
a height of 8260 feet, 15 miles from
New Plymouth, is of considerable
value as a beacon to pilots.

As a focal point and @istribution centre
in New Zealand, New Plymouth can
effect a quicker coverage of the other

main centres of population than any
o

other airport.

As elternative landing grounds for large
aircraft, New Plymouth would have
major’ aerodromes with ‘concrete run-
ways on either side—Whenuapai in the
north and Ohakea in the south. No
other airport has similar diversionary
capacity.

Air Terminal

Airport Board's Booklet

The articles on this page are
based on extracts from "N!w Zea-

week by the New Plymouth Air-
port Board, and printed by the
Taranaki Daily News.
Bell Block airport's claims to_re-
cognition as a potential main New
Zealand air terminal for an over-
seas air transport service operat-
ing land-Based aircraft are ad-
vanced.

Great Strategic
Advantages From
Central Position

Only 40 minutes by air from
Auckland, 30 minutes from Palmer-
ston North, and one hour from
Wellington, New Plymouth occupies
a unique strategic position in rela-
tion to the main areas of population
in New Zealand.

1f timetables are properly co-ordinated,
New Plymouth has one great advantage
over every other city.in New Zealand.
If a line is_drawn across the North
Island from New Plymouth it will be
found that approximately half of the
population of New Zealsnd is located
north of that line, and the other half
south of it.

The necarest defined line across the
North Island is that forméd by the
southern boundary lines of the elec-
torates of Egmont, Stratford, Waimarino,
Rotorua, Hawkes Bay and Napier. It
will be found that of the one and: a-half
million people in New Zealand, 700/
live north of the line mentioned and
800000 live south of it

1f New Plymouth were the New Zea-
land terminal of the overseas air ser-
vice then the planes would land at the
midway point between the homes of
whole of the population of New,

Dominion-Wide Sav.lu.

The lamzomx facts are of extreme im-
command _consideration,
berau!e the only reason for the trans-
Tasman air service is for serfice to.the
people of New Zealand as a whole.
The table below sets out the per-
centage of the New Zealand population
living in areas capabie of being weached
from Auckland, New Plymouth and

Palmerston North within the respective | R

number of minutes therein specified by
planes flying at 200 miles an hour.

Radius Percentage
min.  Auck. NP. PN.
30 2 un 2
6 40 6 42
90 55 n 80
120 70 85 85
150 82 88 9%
180 86 9. 03
210 85 —_ -
240, / 100 - -

Land Communications.

The New Plymouth airport is five and

a-half miles from the centre of the busi-
ness area of the town. There is a wide,
surface-sealed highway covering the
whole distance. Any ordinary motor-car
can run from the post office to the alr-
port easily within 10 minutes.

The railway skirts the airport, and
there is a passenger station w-nhln a few
hundred yirds from the airpor

The airport is only seven nnd a-halt

miles from the port of New Plymouth, | i

to which there \is also a surfate-sealed
road. The New -Plymouth harbour is
the most up-to-date on the West Coast
of New Zealand. It is a properly-
equipped ocean port capable of berthing
the lirgest vessels trading to New Zea-
land. Ships and ste_mers from all over

and freighters from the Continent,
Canada, California, Australian and-clse-

where, bringing and taking direct cargo.
The airportds also located on the high-
way from Auckland to Wellington,

which is bitumen sealed for most of
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Proposals Have
Been Made For

Large Expansion

Extension of the existing aero-
drome at Bell Slock has been
strongly and consistently urged by
both the New Plymouth Borough
Council apd the New Plymouth
Airport Board along a pattern
| which would give the airport a total
area of 615 acres. If the Government
were to adopt the New Plymouth
airport for a.plan for an inter-
national air service, with land-
based aircraft and implement the
proposal for expansion, it would
possess the type of main air termi-
nal it requires, with provision for
accommodating the largest planes
likely to be using the route.

The present area is 289 acres, and the
area of the landing field is 220 acres. The
area rzservh red for .drmnish‘ltéhnbzﬂd-
in a workshops an ries|
le;.:luswt of roads) is 19 acres 3 roods.

A large bangar and administration
block, workshops, and other buildings
have been erected by the Air
for the use of the Royal New Zu.hnd
Air Force. 1t seems reasonable
lieve that sufficient of these buildmﬂ o]
operate the trans-Tasman and internal
services could, by arrangement with the|
Gavernm:nL be retained on the aero-

the roads lnl the admlnhtnhm

blo:k of 193 acres are surface-sealed and

Kerbed with concrete. 4 concrete apron

fronts the hangar.

Length of Runways.

At present, the New Plymouth airport
has hndlnu strips in  every

upon which aircraft can land and take

off at any time and in any direction.

‘The actual I of these varies from

1500 to 1060 yards, but after allowing for

clearing the boundary fences of the air-

landing strips may be taken to be:—

North-South 4200 £t — J400 yds
NE-SW. 3000 £t — 1000 yds
East-West 3600 ft — 1200 yds
N.W.-SE. 3000 £t — 1000 yds

Before the war it was expected that the!
length of these strips would be adequate
{or the largest type of aircraft likely to

port and runways would be necessary to

meet modern requirements.  Although|
the existing landing strips longer!
those available on any other munici-

N
| considered that still longer Hirips must
be provided.

Report Asked For.

present aerodrome
P prwnde landing strips of up to about
7000
l.nMu 1842, he reported that the pro-

funher
acres)-and with|
landing strips of the lo“nwlnl Tengths:—
East to West 7000 {t — 1.32 miles
NE. to SW. 6600 ft — 125 miles.
N.W. to SE. 6600 ft — 125 miles
North to South 5600 £t — 1.06 miles.
On the 32 acres of additional land
required, the Government, since 1841,
‘has purchased 122 acres for the pur-
poses of the RN.ZAF. which has been
using the airport as an operational
station. The council, as urly as Febru-
ary, 1842, approached the
about the proposed extensions, and by,
deputation and letters has since been Te-
peating their urgency.
The extensions visualised require a
further 326 acres to be added, making a

transport by
ment would provide an airport of the
size and nature required to accom-
modate the largest planes contemplated
for tiny New Zealand-overseas air trans-
port. By doing o0, it would obviate any
danger of New Zealand, in the race for
post-war commercal aviation, being side-
tracked and left in isolation.
No Room For Doubts.
Some may feel that even the 615-acre|
acrodrome contemplated may not be
large en kzhﬂ o xl:;wvirh the jﬁwcm
runways likely to be required by the
largest lang

of the New Plymouth airport than is at
present contemplated should be deemed
necessary, it could be made. Suitable|
good open low-lying country adjoins the|

me, and whatever the

that may be re-

AU this could be eff .uzn:ugn
of the cost contempl

and at a fraction of what lhe cost would

i zo= s be if the Government decided to erect the,
e main New Zealand overseas terinal
in' the environs of either Auckland or
Wellington.
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