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' GOVERNOR.GENERAL. TO OP

EN NEW AIRPO

HISTORY OF THE ENTERPRISE

PROVIDING TRANSPORT NEEDS OF FUTURE

FINEST CIVIL FLYING FIELD IN DOMINION ESTABLISHED

/

MEMORIAL TABLET TO KINGSFORD SMITH AND C. T. P. ULM

of New Zealand, Viscount Galway, will open officially the New

Plymouth airport. The ceremony will mark the completion of one of the most important undertakings
in the history of the town, for in years to come the provision of an airport at New Plymouth, of area and
quality sufficient to handle any type of land machine, will prove to have been as wise and far-sighted a move
as the provision of a harbour. Transport by air is the transport of the future. New Plymouth is now
assured that the needs of to-morrow are met.

The undertaking has not been without grave difficulties, nor has it escaped eriticism and opposition; but
already aviation has advanced sufficiently in New Zealand to indicate that those who, more than eight years
ago, claimed a modern airport to be a necessi ty were justified in their view. Before many years have passed
New Plymouth will be a vital link in a chain of internal air services ca. ing passengers, mail and freight.

. TO-MORROW‘ the Governor-General

To-day commerce demands speed. To-morrow it will demand more speed. Any community that has
failed to make provision for the handling of rapid air traffic will suffer grave handicap.

When the land for the airport site was acquired, it was realised that development would be a long and
expensive business. To level, grade and drain almost 170 acres of land and provide on it a surface suitable
for the taking-off or landing of any type of aeroplane is an engineering undertaking of magnitude. Seized
with the importance of such undertakings the Government was sympathetic and, with the co-operation of
the Public Works Department employing local relief workers on a contract system, the work was done at no
expense to the town. reover, it was well done. It is the considered opinion of experts that to-day New
Plymouth possesses a civil aerodrome second to none in the Dominion. The surface is as near perfect as it
can be. The lay-out will eventually provide for runways of three-quarters of a mile in every direction—
suffieient to meet the requirements of any type of land machine at present designed.

To-morrow’s ceremony of ppening, then, is significant as marking the attainment of a material benefit to
the community, but with it is combined a ceremony of even wider appeal. A memorial tablet to the late Sir
Charles Kingsford Smith and the late Mr. C. T. P. Ulm will be unveiled by Lord Galway. The names of
“Smithy” and Charles Ulm will go down in history with the great adventurers of the age. Together and
singly they pioneered the skyways of the world. In the end hoth gave their lives for the ideal that had
impelled them, New Plymouth is proud that it knew these men and grateful that they showed interest in and
kindliness towards New Plymouth, New Plymouth’s modest tablet of memorial is but one among hundreds,
but to many, particularly those who have been associated with the New Plymouth airport and the New
Plylmouth Aero Club, it is of deep and lasting significance.
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DRAMATIC MOMENTS

OCEAN FLIGHTS RECALLED

SCENES AT FIRST LANDING

TRANS-TASMAN VENTURES

New Plymouth airport has expegienced
its d c moments. ably  the
nzost dramatic of them all was when on
the evening of January 12. 19, Sir
Chare Smith landed the
monoplane Southern Cross after a 1
hour journey from Gerringong Beach
near 5. He had with him as co-
pilot, Captain P. G, Taylor and Mr. J. S.
Stannage was aperator. There
passengers, Mr. S. E. Nickson, sccretary
of the Now nd and New Plymouth
Aero Clubs and Mr. J, Percital, o Syd-
ney newspaperman.
e fiyers had left Gerringong Beach
at 3 olock in the morning tnd a
crowd estimated at 15,000 had waited all
the afternoon at the New Plymonth air-
port fo see the arrival. Twenty planes
from other parts of the North Island
were assembled and, when the mono-
planc was sighted shortly before seven
‘clock six machines flew out over the
e
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When the Southern Cross landed there
vwere scenes of unprecedented enthusi-
asm. The great crowd cheered wildly.
Barriers of post and wire were insuf-
ficient 10 keep the crowd back. Ter-
ritorials who were on duty to assist in
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In spirit only were watchers at New
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fly the Tasman to New Plymouth. For
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There were wide expressions of relief
when it was learned that a safe land-
ing had been made at the Mascot gero-
drome at 415 pm.
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GREAT PIONEERS

MARK IN HISTORY

“SMITHY” AND C. T. P. ULM

No two men have done more to in-
fluence public interest in aviation than
Australia’s great pioneers of the air, Sir
Charles Kingsford Smith and Mr. C.
P. Ul  Drake and Hawkins of the
modern skyways, they lived lives that
will leave ‘an indelible mark upon the
history of aviation,

New Plymouth to-day will honour the
memory of both with 2 simple but im-
pressive ceremony. Both sacrificed their
lives for aviation in an endeavour to
prove that men had conquered the last
element—the
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water, he repeated the great adventure
of 1903, With Mr. P. G. Tay
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To-morrow's programme will ‘b both.
colourful and specticular and, provided
the weather is fine, a larger crowd is ex-

never heard of again. With him was
Mr. T. Pethybridge.
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His Excellency the Governor-General
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Below is a bricf history of the flying
carcer of both Sir Charles Kingsford
Smith and Mr. Ulm.

| Kingsford Smith came first into
eye of the world when in 1928 he and
Ulm combined to undertake”
hazardous adventure in the
|aviation, a flight across the Pacific O
|from S
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o operator, the Southern|
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a_reputation not merely great, but that]

of the greatest aviator of all time.
182 he and Ulm held the England-
Australia record. In 1930 he crossed the

Atlantic from east to west in 32 hours.
In 1333 h
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undertook  the All-British
In|Aight which resulted in tragedy.
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June 1929 w_from Australia |Quar hour later the Boys.
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tween Sydney, Brisbane, Melbourne and
Launceston and during this period he [tion
organised the first all-Australion _air
mail and passenger flight from Austra-
lia to England and return.
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