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Ladles and geotlemen—Before
asking the Mayoress to formally
open the band rotunda, I think
1 should give you .some par-
ticulars conceraing it. The sug-

| each of the men cut an inch off the
lend of his shovel. Next morning
ook
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The banking institutions of New
Zealand announce that on_and after
June st there will be an_inerease of
4 balf per cent in the interest paid
upon money placed at fixed deposit,
Some eighteen months ago the rates
were reduced to 13§ per cent, for
movey placed at fixed deposit for
six months, 3 per cent for 12 months

jand 314 per cent for two years,
| The amount Is now to be increased
by a balf per cent In each case, mak-
the rate of interest 2 per cent, 3'4
per cent. and 4 per cent. respec:
tively.
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A Human Death Trap.

RD|+ GAS IN A GRAIN WELL.

(Per Press Assoclation.)

Received 5, 11,40 a.m.
Nrw Yorx, June 4.
., Five persons perished rom gas
00d “fumes in a grain well situated at
| farmer's dairy in the Fairmont
| district. The farmer, {Sachs, was
&ty overcome when he entered the well,
jand two women neighbours, and
three men attempted to rescue
Sachs, but were overcome. A fire-
then tried (o rescue the bodies but
was removed to the hospital in a
serious cendition.

RS,

General Cables.
B

(PER PRESS ASSCOTATION.)

Received 3, 11.40 a.mm.
Orrawa, June 4.
The Duchess of Connaught is
reported to be suffering from appen-
dicitis, & physician being summoned
by special train from Montreal.
The Viceregal entourage state that
the Duchess is slightly indisposed

but there is nothing serions.

Sliprcme Conrt

gk
AveRLASD | s 5.
To the Supreme Court. . ‘omas
Henry Phillips, who was covcerned
in tbe Vulcan Lane assahlt case was
sentenced to one year hard labour
with three years' reformatory trea-
ment,

%
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Banquet to Sir Joseph
Ward,
g
(PBn pumss associafion)
INVERCARGILL, June 5.
The banquet tendered to “the
Wards last night was easily the
biggest affair of the kind -ever held
inSoutbland, The Hons. Tom
Mickenzie, Hanan aud George
Joves were among those present,

gestion first came from the Govern:
| ment, who authorised the various
municipalities to spend a some of
money out of the general fund to
erect sny suitable memorial to
|celebrate the coromation of His
| Majesty, King George the V. They
|likewise offered to subsidise any sum
to be spent pound for pound with
certain limitations. A public meet-
ing was called. and it was decided
at that meeting that the Inglewood
memorlal should take the form of
a band ratunda, at a cot of L1507
applications  were forwarded to
Wellington asking for a subsidy of
475 Plans were prepared and
arrangements were made with the
Railway Department for the rccu-

while the tables, as seen at the
opening, formed, if nota joy for ever,
most distinctiy a thing of beauty,
and the bandsmen can form hut
little Idea of their indebtedness to
thosé ladies who formed themselves
into & committee for the conduct of
[¢he catering withowt making any
inroad Into the proceeds of the sale
of tickets, Mr de Launay per-
formed the onerous duties of M.C. |

keeping every one full
supplled with partners, a work of |
no small skill in o programme of, |
ineluding  extras, thinty dances. |
The evening proved financially and
socially a thorough success, for

which, we have o hesitation in |
saylug, members of the band are |
entirely and absolutely indebted to!
the ladies’ committee, 10 whom it is |
utterly impossible to do the barest
justice, while of the
themselves it Is impossible to say |
too little, as evervthing left to them
was strictly left undone, and with-

pation of their piece of land; but
on callivg for tenders for the work
we found onr plans were too elabor-
ate and could not be carried out for
the sum originally mentioned, and
as the time was past for application
for further subsidy, it became peces-

y to rearrange our plans to
bribg them within the means at our
disposal,  Fresh tenders were called,
and after some little delay this work
was completed.  Material for a
suitable fence has been ordered, and
will be erected a3 soon as It arrives
The toul cost up to the present

have received from thejGovernment
alsubsily of £75, from the band £s0
rom Messrs Percival and Messenger
£4 113, from Nixon and Nixon £1
1, making a -total of £130. 128,
leaving a balance of £54 15 rod.
which has been paid ot of the
Borough funds. That is the historyf|
of the work and to-day—the King's
birthday—is the ‘most suitnble day
for the official opening. Long may
it remain as an ornament to our
town and a record of the Loyalty of
the inhabitants ; for I contend that
Loyalty is the dominant note in the
average New Zealander's character,
T'think this was precisely illus-
trated when the trouble occurred
in South Africa, when the colonists
contributed their full share of men
and money to uphold the honor of
the flag: and at a more recent
period jwhen our Government ofs.
fered & battleship to the Home
authorities, but it s not only In a
belligerent sense that the New Zea-
lander likes to show his ‘L
somehow be seems to have a_keener
appreciation of the tights and privi-
leges he enjoys under the grand old
flag after being'in the Domimion a
few years, and the days of pational
rejoicing which passéd almost un-
noticed whilst he lived at Home
become red letter days for hith, and
he is quite ready on these occasions
voice his appreciation of the
rights, liberties, and privileges he
enjoys by exclaiming ‘* Long Live
the King 1"
Immediately .6n Its conclusion’
sdn Benuett rose and sald, I no

It

il
leclare this Band  Rotunda, erected :
the C i

and apologies and
were received from all parts of the
dominion.

The Caledonlan pipe and the
Hibernian brass band played Sir
Joseph Ward and the Hon Mr
Mackenzie to the Kiogs Hall where
nearly a thousand sat down at the
banquet tgbles, They each re-
ceived great ovations the company
* [rising and cheering. The gathering

dispersed at midnight; special trains
conveylng country visitors - home-
ward. In the course of remarks the
urgent and supreme  importance
of the state retaining contro! of its
water power, with which N.Z, is so
richly edowed that she would be
able . to compete against older

of
His Mojesty King George V.
formally cpened ‘and dedicated to’
the purposes for which it was in-
tended,
Capt. Leech cilled his parade to
attention and the Royal Salute was
given, the band playing ithe Na-|
tional Anthem—the “first notes a!‘
musi¢ played in the bullding _thus
being those of the Briton's never
ending g_myu **God ‘Save the
King.” “The _parade and' people
then gave ‘the usual Loyal “thrés
cheers and the band agaln plaved the
National Anthem: ' the whole as-
semblage joinlng In singing the first
verse which terminated the . pros
ceedings.  The Terrltorifls
Cadets then returned to the Drill

countries in  manufactures, was
pointed out.

Hall and were dismissed_ the public

MOTHER TROUBLED.
‘At first

say 1
boy if
! the

to
gramme . of selections rendered by
tacked | the band in hopous of the oecasion,
mdthendkpe{nda' . $

4. short pro~

on i
by all chemisis and stores, .

time bas been £184 138, 10d, and we | by

out the ladies there would simply
have been the walls, roof and floor
of the building. for during the
whole mnight there never was o
single one of them on the floor or
taking avy ioterest whatever in the
proceedings, which were being held
for their financial relief and benefit,

CEREMONY AT THE SCHOOL

The ceremony of saluting the
flag took place at the local school
at 3 pom. Friday afternoon,
Apprapriate addresses were delivered
y the beadmaster and Mr Cutler,]
th latter describing the ceremony
Iast year at ove of the school centres
in ndon, where 20,000 pupils
were massed to form a liviog Union
Jack. The cadets and the other
pupils then saluted, and while at
the salute the National Anthem was
sung.

Graudpa sits in his easy chair,
And talks of when be ‘was youog;"
Ho sings the praise of those bygone

ays,
And tbe 'theme never tires his

. toogud.
But il we tatk of our modern times,
And things that are near and newer;
There's only one thing whose praise
e will sing, =
W. E. Woods' Great Peppermint’,
Cure.

The love of a cat for its home was
Jlully exemplified in Hawera re-
cently. A householder, desiring to
[give his ‘cat away, took bhim toa
| house seven miles distant. The cat
,was tied inasack so that he could
- bot see his way, and was taken to
his new home " in ‘the pouring rain,
The wet day was chosen as it was
believed this would deaden the cat's
sense of smell. The household re-
ceived a surprise when in walked
the domestic pet after an absence
of ten days as if he had never been
away.

~Hero ia a littlo list of * goms " from
Tho Molbourne's * job ™ salo. now on:
Mon's wire cord trousers, 6/11;; men!
all wool ribbed: pants, " 3/113. men’s
saddlo twoed trousers, 7/11; lovely
Duchoss sets, 1/9; large groy. towels,
1/6 pair; boys' pura wool
i':ﬂrwyu {with {:xthn shoulders), 2,
ics’ handkorchiefs, & for 1/}
ren’s silk and cotton ribbed nadervests,
Just fancy! A damask servietts for
fourponcé! " It's hardly beliovablo;
ot such iz wd‘: Tho' Mel
urne's great  jol commeonc-
ing s.m?l;:'ehm ars about 5 dozen
good damask  sarvi ring
30 T;.:exn. by 18

serviottes, measu

inches, and tho lot are
t0 be sold at unr forl/-,

are by no means neglected
i fideryried ey
1 varsity - suits, 7/11, and
splendid Norfolle suits (all sizes), at
o kind of that

2ag it Ry
 savings
shoilld not nogloot this sale,

PHLT sick aND Dizz¥,
“ For two years [suffered from
headache, caused by liver disorder
and ircbul detion f the bowlsy
Jrites Mrs Jane Royes, Ravenswood,
% A hgv doses of Cbamberlain'
blats uiéklyuﬁu}dmhlmﬂﬂh
4! J arly
Abapireguintly R »

‘present
sta
on. whil

oo 1 | bome "the releag of e Lith
leaders,  speeched t
Government for. allowing them to
suffer In prison 3o long, aud for, not
releasing

* | passengers mostly immigrants,
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Opinions Differ,
(Per Press Association).
Recelved 5, 9.30 a.m.

RoME, June 4.
The opposition press cise

Italy's inactivety in Tripoli the news-

price of coal during the last 10
years was 5 per cent. lower than
during the preceding ten years.
‘Phere had been no rise in price of
coal except within the last few

paper Glornale Ditabia desires to
see the army given a fair chance to
finish the war; this' view Is also

ina thoroughly efficlent manner, jheld by many Italian officers and COlllerles, and
ly alive and '

competent foreign eritics.
The Doctor’s Verdict.
——= <
General Booth Practically Blind

(Per Press Asscciation.)
Received 5, 9.30 a.m.

NDON, Jupe 4.

Though the doctor’s anticipated

,that the ability to distinguish light

bandsmen  from darkness will remain, General :Wages t0 indoor servants had in-

Booth s now practically blind.
! e

Forelgn Parllaments.

Present Parllamentary
Diversion.

Per Press Assochation.
Received 5, 0.30 a.m.
Bupa PestH, June 4.

Defence Bill was brought on in the
Lower'House, there were turbulent

{nterrupted the President’s speech
|with fhowls and the playing of
|.varions, musical instruments, -The
sitting was suspended.
Australian Sumnjgry.
s
(Per Press Assoclation.)
kv, June 4.
The barque Daoiel, while entering
the Clareuce River with a load of
timber from New Zealand, struck
the breakwater, and was to
Sydney for fe
George Towns has completed and
despatched to London' a new boat
presented'By Mr Mark Foy to Arnst
for his rad® with Barry. The boat
is named The Squatter.
Received 5,10.30 a.m.

Juge 5,
The pew Lord" Mayor, in out-
liniog Bis policy, follows lis pre-

decessors’ scheme

and!
which he says must maiotain.its e,
putation ofbecolag an ideal city.
He propgses to
mill[::n for the purpose and . believes
that all public services should be
municipalis and the financial
benefit thereby derived from trams,
{erries etc. to be devoted to the im-
provement of the streets, The City
Council should bulld and lease
theatres which ought to oper on fall
sides and stand back from avy side
walks, [thus obviatpg' quenes and
the blocking of traffic.- The Labor

;:anm?,u lur:ed down :‘m o
eman the repeal [of legislation
which Inuse taken f-?-y the right to
strike and carried an amesdment
that pending the establishment of
the proposed federation of labor, the
tion be allowed to
ind.

At o meeting of usionlsts to-wel-
gow
he

When the second. reading of the

scenes amongst the Opposition who

months.  Possibly State comspeti-
tlon bad sharpened the company up
The company had two

ad an arrangement,
¢with the Uniou Company to provide
jthe steamers required and to send
{them wherever the Westport Coal
[ Company directed, The company's
mioers bad the most regular em-
loymeat ‘of any in JAustralasia.
Was Do arrangement to
regulate the price of coals. His
household expenses for the lnst five
years shewed an increase of 8 per
cent. over the previous five years.

creased 33 per cent,, and rates had
increased.

F. ). Sullivan, merchant, said
that he bad been exporting since
1889. In his opinion prices had
Dot Increased to the public within
that time.  He had tried four years
of retailing fish, poultry and rabbits,
but he had been glad to getout
of it, owing chiefly to the harfassing
fect of labour legislation and the
Labour Department officials, ~dnd
labour unions. There was com-
petition in the wholesale fish trade,
and no combination to control the
market. There was a upion of |
fishermen at Port Chalmers to limit
the catches and fegulate supplies.
Private people who thought that
they were getting a shilling’s worth
of fish really got fourpence worth of
fish and eightpence worth of service.
He belleved in a wholesale market
for fish. The Italian fishermen
here seemed to dobest. Account
sales he had seen were as high as
420 per boat, equalto £10 per man
for a week. 'E‘.l:le Standard of living
had iocreased.

Steye Boreham, ou being recalled,
sald that he had ascertained that
there was a ring amongst butchers
In Duvedin, whilst those buylng
potatoes in small quantities—that
was the householder—paid greatly
enhanced prices on those paid by
the wholesale man.

A witness vouehsafed the informa-
tion that in the purchase of furni-
ture those buylog on' the lime-pay-
ment system paid at least 1o per

ght.
. The Commlssion adjourned until
Wednesday, and will probably sit in

Dunedin until Saturday. June 5.
Atthe “Cost of Living Com-
mission " to-day after Mr Gunu,
local manager of the State Coa
Department, had_given evid,
Mr W. C. M&regor, saliciter,
said he appeared on behalf of the
Dunedio merchants who had been
summoned to appear 3s wilnesses,
and under his advice, be having
advised that they were not bound
to appear, and they did not propose
to attend a: ive any evidence,
This statement was not made with
any disrespect to the Commission.
The Commission then retired to con-
sider their position, and after consul-
. Mr ear,
said the Commission had reported to

fog.
the bo

Hatton. .\~
Arrived — Zealandlc with 1211

v | Members of thie Opposition bave

present ‘have
coun!

the request of

could be adopted and in the mean-

time the Commissioner will proceed

to take other evidence.
SE————

The Reform Party.

Wx:n.uvomn. June 4.
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